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Cominunications. 





Some Account of the Religious Ex- 
ercises and Trials of Mrs. E. J. 
Written by herself. 


(Continued from page 359.) 


OF MY LATER EXPERIENCE. 
August, 1820. 

Let me now recount some of the 
wonderful dealings of my covenant 
God with me, during the last two 
years: but first of all, I would bow 
my soul down at the feet of my com- 
passionate Saviour, and say, “O 
Lord, I beseech thee to have mercy 
on me, and grant me the light of thy 
reconciled countenance; and by thy 
Holy Spirit assist me in what I am 
undertaking. May it be performed 
to thy glory, and be productive of 
some good, when the “ate of this 
sinner shall be laid in the dust. Let 
nothing be stated which will not 
bear the light of eternity, nothing 
kept back which might have a ten- 
dency to make afflicted ones trust 
in the Lord.”’ 

On the last day of September, 
1817, in the thirty-second year of 
my age, it pleased the allwise God, 
for the correction of my sins, and 
for my growth in grace and in the 
kdwhedos of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, to permit me to fall 
from a wagon, and break my ancle 
in so shocking a manner, that it ter- 
minated in the amputation of my 
limb on the 28th of the next March. 
Here I can begin to reckon up a 
new train of afflictions: but where 


shall I begin to reckon the mercies | 


Vox. I. 











of that God, whose mercies are new 
every morning, and fresh every mo- 
ment of our lives! 

Some time previous to my fall, it 
had been the burden of my prayer, 
that I might know in whom [ had 
believed; might have the faith of 
assurance ; and that all doubt might 
be taken from my soul. I believe 
the Lord heard my prayer, and an- 
swered it; though in a way con- 
trary to my expectations, yet best 
for my eternal ge When I found 
myself upon the ground, and saw 
that my limb was so mangled that 
but little hope would be entertain- 
ed of its recovery, the question oc- 
curred to my mind, Can I bear it? 
Vo, my weakness is such that I can- 
not. Can my friends bear it? Vo, 
they have troubles of their own, and 
an arm of flesh is too short to reach 
my case. Something instantly as- 
sured me, God can enable you to 
bear it. I immediately was per- 
suaded that he would. It appeared 
to me, that God was a Rock, where- 
on I might rest, with all my care, 
for soul and body, for time and eter- 
nity. I sensibly felt, that God was 
near, and I had no more doubt of it 
than if I had seen him with my bo- 
dily eyes. 

i did not feel willing that an 
should say it was a dreadful wound, 
or look upon the dark side ; for God 
was there—and God had done it. 

After I was brought into the 
house, and laid upon the bed, wait- 
ing for the surgeon, an almost over- 
whelming sense of my own vileness 
rushed upon me, so that I was con- 
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strained to cry out, What a sinner! 
What a wretch! What a beast am 
I! How have I wandered from the 
Lord, and been pleasing myself 
with earthly things! Now the Lord 
hath called my sin to remembrance, 
and given me to see, that in him is 
my help. How often and how sweet- 
ly did these words of the Psalmist 
pass through my mind: “ God is a 
very present help in time of trouble.” 
It appeared to me, that he is not only 
a help, buta very present help. Eve- 
ry word accorded with my feelings. 
Before I had time to pray, the Lord 
appeared for me, and gave me full 
confidence in him; and I knew that 
it was the Lord, for no other God 
can save after this sort. O how 
good it is to have God for our God; 
and to have access to him through 
the blood of Jesus! 

During the operation of setting 
my limb (which was very painful), 
[ was enabled to commit my case 
unto the Lord, and trust myself 
with him. I endured much pain 
after the dressings were performed, 
and a most violent intladhination 
took place, so that gangrene was 
daily expected. 

From the day that the bone was 
broken (Tuesday,) until the next 
Sabbath, [ enjoyed a sacred near- 
ness to the Lord: no cloud passed 
my mind, no darkness, no doubt, no 
temptation. I could call God my 
portion, my rock, my hiding place, 
my friend, my all. I had (if I mis- 
take not) access to him every hour; 
my intercourse with Heaven was 
truly sweet. If I lived, I thought 
it was well; if I died, it was well. 
With the woman of Shunem I could 
say, all is well: but on the Sabbath 
before mentioned, my mind was dis- 
turbed a little, by means of a rela- 
tion coming to see me. I prayed 
that it might not be: and the good 
Spirit was grieved, so that I had 
not that comfort in prayer as be- 
fore. Atthis I was alarmed, for I 
thought I could not live ata dis- 
tance from God, in a time of dis- 
tress like this. I immediately re- 
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uested my brother to read a por- 
tion of God’s word to me. He read 
a number of verses, until he came 
to a promise, that the Lord made 
to David concerning Solomon, that 
if he transgressed he would correct 
him, but his loving kindness he 
would not take away. This pro- 
mise was set home to my mind. [| 
rested upon it, as on the word of the 
eternal Jehovah, that could not fail, 
I fully believed, and do now be- 
lieve, that if I sin, the Lord will 
bring sorrow upon me ; but will not 
let me live in sin, nor cast me off 
at last. 

I must not neglect to mention the 
goodness of God in giving me pa- 
tience. The most I felt like re- 
pining was this: being alone one 
day, | cast my eye around on my 
bed, and said to myself, what a 
dreadful thing it is, to be here in 
this situation! But the thought had 
scarcely passed my mind, when it 
was succeeded by this: How dread- 
ful it would be, to be cast inte hell! 
I felt more than contented ; I felt 
thankful—the Lord dealt in cove- 
nant love. 

No words can fully express the 
struggle I had, in giving up my chil- 
dren. Oh! the thought that they 
must be left motherless at that ten- 
der age! Five helpless children, 
the eldest but nine, the youngest 
not two years old: that they should 
be left in an unfriendly world, a 
world that is hostile to religion : my 
heart was almost broken for them. 

My sorrow respecting my hus- 
band was alleviated, for I viewed 
the time to be short that should se- 
parate us. Soon we should meet 
in a better world, and sing purer 
praise to that God whom we had 
united in worshipping here below. 
After several trials, the Lord ena- 
bled me to give up the whole to him. 
I saw plainly, that the Lord would 
take care of them, without me, as 
well as with me, and that I, as well 
as they, am dependant on the Al- 
mighty. 

Now it was, that I needed the 
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support of the holy religion of the 
suffering Saviour; for the world, 
with all its busy scenes, all its 
smooth promises, had no attractions 
forme. My eye was fixed on eter- 
nity. I expressed my feelings to 
one of my watchers, when I said I 
had not a tie upon earth. But the 
want of the enjoyment of temporal 
things was more than made up in 
views of eternal realities. One 
night when my limb was in great 
pain, my fever high, and my stay 
on earth appeared very short, I was 
much animated, and comforted, by 
meditating upon the scene in which 
the church shall be presented to the 
Father, with exceeding joy, all pure 
and spotless. My first iden was of 
the person who should present her. 
Christ will have this office to per- 
form ; and he is worthy, for he spent 
his life to work out a robe of right- 
eousness for his people. He adopt- 
ed them into his family, and made 
them sons of God. The second 
idea suggested to my mind, was of 
the persons that should be present- 
ed; an innumerable multitude, that 
should stand upon the heavenly 
mount Zion, redeemed out of every 
nation, kindred and tongue under 
heaven; clothed in white; all of one 
heartand mind, to give glory to God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
They had been in Christ’s school 
upon earth, and had come out of 
great tribulation, having washed 
their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. Now 
methought there was great joy in 
heaven, for the bride, the Lamb’s 
wife, had made herself ready. ‘The 
Father smiled with joy ineffable, 
and was reconciled to me. ‘The 
holy angels were delighted, for they 
saw more and more into the mys- 
tery of redemption. Every expand- 
ing soul was transported. 

At other times, in the midst of 
my distress, I was comforted with 
a view of the resurrection. On a 
sudden all business and recreations 
should be arrested, by the sound of 
the archangel’s trumpet, which shall 








be so loud as to awake the sleeping 
dead. All ears shall hear, all eyes 
shall see, for themselves. No un- 
concerned person, no idle specta- 
tor shall then exist. Those that 
sleep in Christ shall be raised, fresh 
and vigorous, like unto his glorious 
body. 

Paul, when speaking to the church 
of the resurrection, says, “ Comfort 
one another with these words.” Ime- 
ditated on the time when all Christ’s 
followers should arise. There would 
be no want of limbs or activity. But 
what would crown all, Christ, the 
captain, would lead this innumera- 
ble company. He had given his life 
for them, and watched them through 
their pilgrimage. Their hearts were 
all his. ‘They were all united in 
placing the crown on his head. 
What a glorious scene must this 
be! The day for which all other 
days were made! I think the hap- 
pings? of those that have part in the 

rst resurrection consists in their 
being cordial in the Saviour’s inte- 
rest, in being like him, and in being 
with him. 

Some time in October my hus- 
band was violently seized with a 
fever; he was brought to the sides 
of the grave, and I was daily ex- 
pecting the angel of death to sum- 
mon my soul to the eternal world. 
This was a strait place. My chil- 
dren need father and mother both; 
and to be deprived of both at once 
was more than I could well bear. 
I thought of Jacob’s strait, when 
about to meet his brother. He did 
all that he could to provide for his 
family, before he retired for prayer. 
I agreed with one of their uncles to 
keep the children together, and then 
had no resort but to a throne of 
grace. I found, that I with my hus- 
band had before given them up to 
God; but now I must give them up 
to God alone. This I was enabled 
to do with some confidence. Now, 
in a strict sense, there was but a 
step between me and death. I had 
nothing to look forward to but eter- 


'nitv. The goodness of God was 





0) a we - - 
x 4 oo 


































436 


manifest in many things; especially 
in disposing people to kindness. 
This I hope to remember with gra- 
titude, not only to the great Dis- 
poser of all events, but also to m 
neighbours and friends. About the 
time of public thanksgiving we were 
both of us better, so that we lay on 
our beds and took supper with our 
children, who were all providen- 
tially at home. I never felt such 
emotions of gratitude on such an 
occasion before; for the lives and 
health of our children had been 
continued, and it seemed likely 
their father might be spared to them 
if their mother was not. 

Another trouble awaited us which 
we did not expect. Our eldest son 
fell and put his elbow out of joint, 
which was very troublesome for 
two months. Three of our children 
were taken with a fever, and one of 
them was brought very low. Now 
I think I can truly say I learned to 
live by faith, not by sight. ‘Three 
others of the family were sick 
of the same fever, one of whom 
died, apparently in the triumphs of 
faith. We enjoyed the prayers, 
conversation and singing of God’s 
children, of different denominations. 
While the Lord afflicts with one 
hand, he supports with the other. 
We were cast down, but not de- 
stroyed. 

Soon after the first of March, my 
limb grew much worse. At times 
the pain was excruciating, and so 
affected my nerves that I was al- 
most beside myself. This, together 
with the quantity of opium which 
it was necessary for me to use, left 
me but little time to be in a devo- 
tional frame. I experienced more 
than ever before the hidings of 
God’s face. I do not know that I 
enjoyed any religious subjects for 
a length of time. It seemed to me 
as if Satan came against me with 
great power, knowing his time was 
short. I knew how to mourn with 


Job. I thought then, and now think, 
my case was the most like Job’s of 
any person I ever knew or heard of. 
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It often occurred to my mind, that 
I knew the depths of Satan. He did 
not take away my earthly friends, 
as in the case of Job, nor my hope 
in Christ; but cast into my mind 
such horrible suggestions, such blas - 
phemous thoughts, as it would be 
imprudent for me to relate. I was 
almost afraid to have any one vin- 
dicate the character of God in my 
hearing, for such hard things would 
be thrown into my mind as would 
make me shudder. J did not feel 
condemned for these thoughts, as if 
they had been my own; for I ab- 
horred them, and myself on account 
of them. As far as I can judge, 
they served to rinse and cleanse 
my heart, and at the same time 
gave me to see that my heart was 
like a cage of unclean birds. All 
the relief I could get was by crying 
mightily to God. My agony was 
so extreme, that I regarded not 
company, time, nor place ; but pour- 
ed out my complaints into the bo- 
som of my covenant keeping God 
with all my might; and if any ask- 
ed me, why I prayed so, my answer 
was, “It is the rack of nature.” 
Even at this distance of time, it 
fills my eyes with tears and my 
heart with emotions which language 
cannot express. 

I asked some of my Christian 
friends if they thought it justifiable 
for me to pray for speedy dissolu- 
tion. They thought I might not. 
This tried my feelings very much, 
but in a short time my trouble was 
so great, that I prayed almost in- 
cessantly for speedy dissolution : 
for I had not the least doubt but 
that it would be well with me after 
death. The first relief I gained was 
while one of our neighbours was 1n 
prayer. I seemed to gain a little 
rest to my weary soul. This pas- 
sage of holy writ occurred to my 
mind in a commanding manner ; 
Hold fast that thou hast. I felt this 
to be from the good Spirit, and it 
greatly encouraged me to hope my 
sufferings would be short. This 
scripture was spoken with authort- 
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ty, and caused the enemy to slack- 
en his assaults in some measure. 
For when those times of distress 
were coming on, this word was set 
home with such power, as settled 
my tossed mind in no small de- 
gree. 

I decided about the second week 
in March, to have my limb ampu- 
tated. And here I must not forget 
to notice the good hand of my God 
upon me; for all the time atter my 
limb was broken till about this time, 
the thought of having it cut off was 
distressing; but now I was made 
willing, and anticipated little or no 
trouble about it. ‘a February pre- 
ceding, the physician that called oc- 
casionally to see me, hinted that 
my limb could not be saved. This 


distressed me; for though I was. 


willing to die, I was not reconciled 
to undergo the pain of amputation. 
{ asked a minister of the gospel, if 
the surgeon thought it necessary to 
preserve life that my limb should 
be taken off, whether it wotld be 
my duty to submit? He answered, 
The sixth commandment requires 
all lawful endeavours to preserve 
our own lives and the lives of 
others. This, said I, is what meets 
me in all my inquiries after duty ; 
but I had rather die, if I might have 
my choice; and if I submit to the 
operation, it will be from a convic- 
tion that it is my duty. Iaskeda 
second minister, and received a si- 
milar answer. And now I had but 
one person more to ask, which was 
the minister of the church with 
which I then communed. He gave 
me the same answer. This brought 
tears into my eyes. I told him I 
thought it must be of God, for being 
asked separately, all gave me the 
same in substance for answer. Now 
my mind was settled as to what the 
Lord required of me. Still I hoped 
the Lord would shorten my days in 
an easier manner. I hoped the Lael 
would say, Come up higher. How 
gladly would I obey! I would hail 
death’s sharpest pangs that brought 
me on my way toGoed, After a se- 
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vere turn of distress, something like 
cramp, which proceeded from my 
limb, gave me a little comfort, 
thinking probably the next turn 
would put an end to my sufferings. 
When the cramp took me again, 
which was after a few days, I felt 
calm, though not quite so rejoiced 
as I expected. It increased while 
prayer was offered, so that my 
breath seemed about to leave me. 
I beckoned to my nurse to raise me 
up. She did so; and I breathed 
more freely. I found that it was a 
great thing to die, and thought I 
would wait all the days of my ap- 
pointed time till my change should 
come—would leave all my cares 
with the Lord. I lived by the 
day. When the time was set for 
the operation to be performed, I 
endeavoured to live above this 
world. I looked upon the day set 
as the day in which I should pro- 
bably enter into my rest. I hoped 
and prayed that 1 might not dis- 
grace my profession. Yet this:sug- 
gestion would follow me, that when 
I came to the extreme part of the 
suffering, I should blaspheme. Not 
that 1 so much regarded my own 
name; for I had given that up; but 
to wound the cause of Christ was 
worse than death. I trusted that 
very many of God’s children were 
praying forme. I knew not why it 
was, but my Christian acquaintance 
were much interested on my be- 
half; and I doubt not that many 
secret as well as public prayers 
ascended to the throne of all 
grace. 

Saturday morning, twenty-eighth 
of March, ten physicians met in my 
room, and made all necessary pre- 

aration for amputating the limb. 
rhe eye of my mind was fixed on 
the great Physician above, who is 
able to wound and to heal; whose 
prerogative alone it is, to kill and 
to make alive. The Lord reigns, 
let the earth rejoice, was still my 
support. 1 can walk through death’s 
darkest shade, if Christ be with me 
there. I could say, 
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‘Faith builds a bridge from this world to 
the next :” 


and with one of the martyrs, when 
going to the stake, “ ’Tis but wink- 
ing, and thou art in heaven.” Before 
the operation was commenced, feel- 
ing the need of prayer, I asked all 
present to pray with me, telling 
them, that probably within an hour 
I should be above hearing prayer 
and bearing pain. They all refused 
except my husband. After he had 
concluded, I thought soon might 
prayer be changed into praise. This 
may be the last prayer I shall hear 
while on the shores of time, except 
what might be extorted from me by 
the pangs of expiring nature. 

Jesus was kind to me in this hour 
of distress. And though the temp- 
x said, “ Now you are going to 
Dlaspheme,” yet I believe I did not; 
for 1 cannot tell all did say. My 
distress while taking up the arte- 
ries was great, and no one would 
tell me what I did say. My mind 
was remarkably ueld up. The Lord 
have all the praise. I was not dis- 
couraged nor faintin my mind. The 
operation was performed a little 
before noon. After the physicians 
were all gone, the blood started 
from one of the arteries. Now I 
thought death in a few moments 
would close the scene. Truly death 
is the king of terrors. I do not 
know that I felt unwilling to g0, 
yet the apprehension that the grim 
messenger had already arrived, 
caused a little tremor at first, which 
soon subsided into a calm resigna- 
tion. It is the Lord. ‘This artery 
providentially stopped of itself. 
The surgeon soon returned. In a 
few minutes after his return ano- 
ther artery burst. This did not dis- 
tress me. Living or dying, all is 
well. The doctor stopped this, and 
sat by me a considerable time; and 
when he left me, the heavenly, the 
best of all Physicians, did not leave 
me. Next morning, being Sabbath, 
at the breaking of the day I awoke 
with these lines upon my mind: 
“ Light is sown for the righteous.” 

















Our, 


It must be sown by the Lerd, and 
will spring up, and be springing up 
to all eternity. It is but of little 
consequence what our lot is in this 
world, if we enjoy this hght. How 
pleasant was my meditation all that 
day! The next morning I awoke 
with another text upon my mind, 
which afforded me sweet medita- 
tion. 

On Wednesday morning this text 
met my waking thoughts: “ Fear 
not, little flock; it is the Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the king. 
dom.” ‘This was replete with rich 
instruction. Fear not ;—How kind, 
how tender is our heavenly Parent, 
notwithstanding all our wander- 
ings. Fear not, little flock ;—a iit- 
tle flock, truly, when compared with 
the multitude that know not God. 
But though they are small in num- 
bers, they are assured the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against them. 
It is the Father’s good pleasure, as 
well as the Son’s, that they should 
receive the kingdom. The Father 
is reconciled to men. ‘This is a 
theme which might well employ an 
angel’s tongue. If we have a king- 
dom, we shall reign—reign over sin, 
and Satan, and the werld, and all 
trouble. 

At evening I grew distressed, so 
that for the first time I thought I 
was actually dying. It caused a 
little tremor, but I did not mention 
my apprehension to any one; for I 
thought I would first attend to the 
business myself. I looked around 
me to see what my evidences were, 
and thought “if | have never given 
myself to God aright, ’tis time I 
had; and if I have, ’tis safe to do it 
again;” and therefore I gave my- 
self up to God, through Christ, that 
new and living way. I saw the way 
of salvation as plain as ever I saw 
any thing, and believe all might see 
it and come to God, if they would. 


Fearing I might forget this surren- — 


der, I spoke aloud, “ Let me re- 
member I am no more my own. | 
have just given myself away.” Then 
I began to ask, Who has chosen the 
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time for me to die? Have I chosen 
it myself? (for I was afraid of hur- 
rying myself into the presence of 
God.) ‘To this inquiry the answer 
was, No. Have the surgeons chosen 
this time for me to die? No. They 
have done all they could to save my 
life. Have the evil spirits chosen 
this time; have they so much in- 
fluence? No. It is the will of God, 
if I die now, that it should be so. 
{ sunk into his hands wholly and 
without reserve. My will was swal- 
lowed up in the divine will. I felt 
myself a little child in the hand of 
Christ, to be led and guided entire- 
ly by his unerring wisdom. Now I 
thought I had done all my work. 1 
seemed to have nothing to do but to 
die; and even listened to hear if 
the angels did not sing. A friend 
that stood by me said, 


* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Fecl soft as downy pillows are :” 


T said, I know it. My bed, which 
was so hard this afternoon, is now 
soft and easy. 

I lay in this situation several 
hours; but the appointed season had 
not come, and in time I was restored 
to health. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all or any of his benefits. 





THE LORD, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


On the 29th of August last, I was 
present at a council of pastors and 
delegates, convened for the purpose 
of installing a minister of the gospel. 
{in the course of the examination of 
his religious sentiments, he was ask- 
ed what were his views of the atone- 
ment. He replied, that he defined 
the atonement to be, such an exhi- 
bition of the real feelings of God in 
relation to sin as would cause his ha- 
tred of it to be believed, even though 
he should pardon it. ‘The matter of 
this atonement he said consisted ex- 
clusively in the sufferings of Jesus 
Christ. By these sufferings the mo- 
val character of the Deity was mani- 
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fested as wholly opposed to sin ; and 
he would now be accredited in his 
declarations of his abhorrence of it, 
even while remitting the sins of all 
true penitents. 

To this statement a deacon inter- 
posed, and asked the candidate if 
the active righteousness of Christ 
constituted no part of the atone- 
ment, and no part of the ground of 
asinner’s pardon. ‘The candidate 
distinctly expressed his opinion— 
that 1r DID Nort. 

Being -invited to sit as a corres- 
ponding member of the council, and 
the question being put to me, if I 
would propose any interrogatories, 
I asked the candidate, 

Has the active righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, which consisted in 
conformity to the precepts of the 
moral law, any influence in merit- 
ing the justification of believers? 

He answered, “ not in the least.’? 

Why then, I resumed, was the 
obedience of Christ to the precepts 
of the moral law necessary at all? 

It was answered, his active obe- 
dience was necessary, that he might 
be a suitable person to make atone- 
ment by his sufferings; for had he 
been a sinner, his sufferings would 
have been but the punishment of his 
Own sins; and so would have fur- 
nished no indi¢ation of God’s dis- 
pleasure against the sins of others, 
who should be pardoned. 

I proposed also this question :— 
If God is a God of truth, and atone- 
ment for sin consists in the mere ear- 
hibition of God's real feelings in 
relation to sin, why might not an 
atonement for sin have been made by 
God’s pecLarations of his hatred 
of it? Why might not the mere 
words of the true God have per- 
formed the office of a Saviour? 

The candidate replied, because 
mere words would not be believed 
unless they were accompanied by 
corresponding actions. 

But, might not the declarations of 
the true God, concerning his hatred 
of sin, verified by the sufferings of 
devils and damned spirits, have con- 






















































































stituted the atonement, and so have 
performed the office of Christ? 

Their sufferings, the candidate 
conceived, would not be a sufficient- 
ly clear and dignified atonement, to 
have vindicated the Deity in par- 
doning sin. No exhibition inferior 
to that made by the sufferings of the 
Son of God, he thought would sufli- 
ciently indicate the divine disposi- 
tion, so as to render it consistent 
with the character of Jehovah to 
pass by the transgressions of men. 

In reply to the question’ of some 
one, the candidate said, that he con- 
sidered the justification of a sinner, 
in the sense of the gospel, as syno- 
nymous with the pardoning of a sin- 
ner. 

These answers appeared to meet 
with the approbation of the council, 
and it was therefore resolved, una- 
nimously, by all who had a right to 
vote in the case, to proceed to the 
installation of the pastor elect. 

To one* of the ministers of this 
council, who occupies one of the 
most distinguished stations in a sis- 
ter state, I said, according to your 
scheme of doctrine, Christ seems 
to me nothing more than half of a 
Saviour, for he brings the sinner 
nothing but the remission of the pe- 
nalty of the law. Now I feel, that 
{ need of Christ much, much more 
than this: I need acceptance with 
God as righteous, and adoption into 
his family, on account of the merits 
of Christ’s righteousness. I want 
a Saviour on whose account my per- 
son and my best services shall be 
accepted; for our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags. That passage, 
the clergyman said, referred to the 
righteousnesses of unrenewed men ; 





* With another of the ministers of this 
council I conversed freely, and it is a joy 
to state, that he did not agree to the doc- 
trines asserted by this brother and the 
candidate. He viewed the active as well 
as passive nghteousness of Christ as ne- 
cessary for a sinner’s acceptance and par- 
don; but still, he did not apprehend the 
errors of his brethren on this subject to be 
dangerous. 
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but still I thought that the best of 
men, in their best services, are un- 


profitable servants. Can God in any 


other character than that of the God 
of all grace, favourably regard our 
best actions ? 

After all I had time to urge, this 
brother fand I fear many more of his 
brethren,) continues to maintain, 
that the active righteousness of 
Christ was due for himself, because 
he was man; that this active right- 
eousness constitutes no part of the 
ground of the justification and ac- 
tual redemption of sinners, but 
merely opens the door for the re- 
mission of sins to the penitent; that 
the atonement by Christ is efficaci- 
ous in procuring for sinners nothing 
but pardon; that a sinner is rege- 
nerated by a mere act of sovereign- 
ty, in the moment in which God as 
a sovereign pardons him; being en- 
abled, but not obligated to any one, 
thus to do, by the atonement; and 
that the ground of a saint’s being 
made happy in heaven is the obedi- 
ence which he himself, through the 
aid of the Spirit, renders to the law, 
after his conversion. The holy ac- 
tions of a regenerated and pardoned 
man, he insisted on it, were as pro- 
per objects of reward as the holy 
obedience of the unsinning angels. 
If, said he, nine actions of the re- 
newed man should be sinful, the 
tenth may be holy, and that will be 
a proper object of reward in glory. 

I replied, that any action of a 
creature, to merit a reward, must be 
absolutely perfect ; whereas the best 
actions of a renewed man are no 
more than imperfectly good. The 


law cannot approve and reward any. 


action which does not answer all the 
demands of the law. 

For one, I must say, that could I 
expect no happiness in heaven but 
such as I have merited, by my works 
of new obedience, I should expect 
very little. 


If in any thing I have misunder- — 


stood, or misrepresented, any of my 
brethren of the council, I shall glad- 
ly be corrected, and acknowledge 
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my error: but at present, I must 
say, the scheme of doctrine which I 
have here stated, with regret, to be 
maintained by many, whe now W ¢* 
myself, worship Christ as God, 

well calculated to banish Christ 
from the church. He need not be 
truly God, to accomplish for us all 
the atonement and all the redemp- 
tion which are therein attributed to 
him. While I rejoice that my na- 
tive state has hitherto deposed from 
the ministry all those who have pub- 
licly denied the deity of Jesus 
Christ, I am constrained to express 
my fears, from the natural tendency 
of many doctrines now popular 
there, that Socinianism and Arian- 
ism will greatly prevail there within 
half a century to come; and that 
hundreds of the clergy will follow 
the downward course of Sherman, 
Abbott, and last of all, the Rev. 
Dan Huntington. K. S. Exy. 


os 
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


Has Christ, who was promised to 
the Jews, truly come ? 


The invaluable communication, 


which contained the promise of 


Christ, was announced to our first 
patenta immediately after their 
fall. «And I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed: it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel.”? Gen. iii. 15. 
This subject, so extremely interest- 
ing to their posterity, was frequent- 
ly introduced in the law and the 
prophets. ‘The characteristics by 
which he was to be known, were, 
in general, expressed in plain and 
perspicuous language. ‘To enume- 
rate, however, all those predictions 
relative to his advent, would be in- 
compatible with the limits of an 
essay. We shall, therefore, select 
only a few of those which have a 
peculiar bearing on the subject: 
and 


1. The promise made to dam was 
Vou. I. 








afterwards renewed to Abraham: 
«And I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.”? Gen. xii. 3. “This 
text, evidently, designated the poste- 
rity of Abr aham, as the people from 
whom the Messiah should descend: 
through the merits of whose atone- 
ment, the faithful of all the nations 
of the earth should be saved. Such 
language appears to coincide with 
that used by John: “ After this I 
beheld, and, lo, a creat multitude, 
which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clo- 
thed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands.”? Rev. vii. 9. 

The promise of Christ, as well 
as of the nation from which he 
should descend, having been estab- 
lished, Jacob, in his dying benedic- 
tion to his sons, foretold the time 
in which he should come. “ The 
sceptre shall not depart from Ju- 
dah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
unto him shail the gathering of the 
people be.”? Gen. xlix. 10. An emi- 
nent critic,* in expounding this 
passage, says, “ the words are to be 
read discretively, showing, that 
when the sceptre ceased, the law- 
giver succeeded, and when both 
were gone, then Messiah should 
appear.”” Now it is a fact, worthy 
to be observed, that four hundred 
years elapsed, from the time this 
prophecy was written by Moses, 
until the tribe of Judah was invest- 
ed with the regal power: an incon- 
testable proof that the patriarch 
was divinely inspired.t The scep- 
tre continued, in the tribe of Ju- 
dah, till the captivity. It then de- 
parted, and was never afterwards 
resumed. “ Write Coniah child- 
less: for no man of his seéd shall 
prosper, sitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Ju- 





* Lightfoot, vol. i. p. 400. 
{ Calvin’s Institutes, vol. i. p. 92. 
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dah.”? Jer. xxi. 30. “Remove the 
diadem, and take off the crown, 
&c. 1] will overturn, overturn, over- 
turn it; and it shall be no more, 
until he come whose right it is; 
and I will give it him.” Ezek. XX1. 
26, &c. After the captivity, the 
supreme power was fixed in the 
Sanhedrim, a council of seventy 
persons ; besides two presidents, of 
whom the high priest was generally 
chief. Whether this be the same, 
as that instituted by Moses, is un- 
certain. Certain it is, however, 
that their authority was equivalent, 
if not superior, to their kings. Jo- 
sephus says, expressly, that their 
king was subject to that council. 
Prior to the captivity, the Sanhe- 
drim appears to have been com- 
posed of members, chosen indiscri- 
minately from each of the tribes, 
After the captivity, they were prin- 
cipally selected from the tribes of 
Levi, Benjamin, and Judah. But 
as their authority was derived from 
Judah, their laws were properly 
said to emanate from that tribe. 
Some writers have asserted, that 
the power of the Sanhedrin, rela- 
tive to civil matters, was taken 
away by the Romans, about the 
time that Christ came. They 
ground their argument on Pilate’s 
conference with the Jews: “ Then 
said Pilate unto them, take ye him, 
and judge him according to your 
law. The Jews, therefore, said un- 
to him, it is not lawful for us to put 
any man to death.” John xviii. 31. 
The reality of their assertion, how- 
ever, appears very questionable: 
for if they could take no cognizance 
of capital crimes, why did Pilate 
command them to judge him ac- 
cording to their law? Why did 
Paul, prior to his conversion, ~~. 
secute the Christians unto death ? 
Why did Paul appeal to Cesar, 
yather than submit to the decision 
of the Sanhedrim? And why did 
the Sanhedrim condemn Stephen 
to be stoned? When it is consider- 
ed in addition to these circum- 
stances, that it was not customary 


Has Christ truly come? 








} 





Uc. 


for the Romans, to deprive a con- 
quered nation of its laws, it will fol- 
low, that they enjoyed their ancient 
laws, as they had formerly done. If 
they did not exercise these laws, it 
was more to be imputed to their own 
culpable remissness, and the unpa- 
ralleled wickedness of their nation, 
than to any other cause. The asser- 
tion of Dr. Lightfoot, which we have 
already quoted, viz. that the lawgiv- 
er ceased, previous to the advent of 
Christ, appears to be incorrect. On 
the contrary, their lawgiver, or San- 
hedrim, continued at least, until 
the destruction of Jerusalem by Ti- 
tus, forty years after the ascension 
of our Lord. But where is now the 
Jewish prince? Where is their law- 
giver, or Sanhedrim? It is evident 
they have neither, and therefore 
Christ has long since come. 

2. Another argument to prove 
that Christ has come, may be ad- 
duced from Dan. ix. 25. “Know 
therefore and understand, that from 
the going forth of the command- 
ment to restore and to build Jeru- 
salem, unto the Messiah the Prince, 
shall be seven weeks, and three- 
score and two weeks: the street 
shall be built again, and the wall 
even in troublous times.” In this 
prophecy, each day was put for a 
year, or every week for seven years, 
and consequently comprehended a 
period of four hundred and eighty- 
thiee years. This view of the text 
appears to be agreeable to the ge- 
neral analogy of scripture. Many 
par allel passages could be adduce 
in order to establish this position. 
Of such we have an example in 
Levit. xxv. 8. “And thou shalt 
number seven Sabbaths of years 
unto thee, seven times seven years; 
and the space of the seven Sabbaths 
of years shall be unto thee forty 
and nine years.” Another passage 
similar to the former is in Ezek. iv. 
6. “And when thou hast accom- 


plished them, lie again on thy right | 


side, and thou shalt bear the ni- 
quity of the house of Judah fort y 
days: I have appointed thee eac 
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day for a year.” Now, if the com- 
mandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem, was issued in the first 
‘ear of the reign of Cyrus, (to 
which period the tenor of the pre- 
diction seems to refer) as related in 
Ezra 1. 1, it was about five hundred 
and thirty years before Christ. But 
it may be contended, that the going 
forth of the commandment, kc. ; is 
equally applicable to the edicts is- 
sued by Darius and Artaxerxes. 
But this objection, instead of mili- 
tating against our argument, would 
render it apparently more conclu- 
sive; by making the number of 


year's approximate nearer to Da- 
niel’s four hundred and eighty- 
three years. It must therefore ap- 


pear evident, to every impartial 
mind, that the difference between 
Daniel’s four hundred and eighty- 
three years, and the period ‘from 
the beginning of the reign of Cyrus 
to the coming of Christ, was SO il- 
considerable, as not in the least to 
invalidate our argument. Perhaps 
it was never intended, that Christ 
would come precisely at the expira- 
tion of Daniel’s prophetic weeks. 
It was sufficient for mankind to 
know, that abeut the termination of 
those years, the Messiah might be 
expected. 

No testimony mentioned in the 
scriptures, relative to the advent of 
the Messiah, appears to have been 
so formidable to the Jews, as Da- 
niel’s prophetic weeks. Watson 
relates a solemn disputation held 
at Venice during the last century, 
between a Jew and a Christian: the 
Christian strongly argued from Da- 
niel’s prophecy” of the seventy 
weeks, that Jesus was the Messiah, 
whom the Jews had long expected 
from the predictions of their pro- 
phets :—the learned Rabbi who pre- 
sided at this disputation, was so 
forcibly struck by the argument, 
that he put an end to the business 
by saying,—*“ Let us shut up our 
Bibles; for if we proceed in the 
examination of this prophecy, it 
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will make us all become Chris- 
tans.” 

Those passages in scripture, 
wchuliins to the advent of Christ, 
having been accomplished by him 
whom the Christians have received 
as such, furnish the clearest attes- 
tation in favour of our position. 

We shall mention a few of the 
principal ones. Mic. iv. 1,2. “ But 
in the last days it shall come to 
pass, that the mountain of the house 
of the Lord shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and it 
shall be exalted above the hills; 
and people shall flow unto it. And 
many nations shall come, and say, 
come, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, and to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for the law shall 
go forth of Zion, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem.’’ Gen. 
xlix. 10. “ And unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.” Isaiah 
xi. 10, 12. “ And in that day there 
shall be a root of Jesse, which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people; 
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and 
his rest shall be glorious. And he 
shall set up an ensign for the na- 
tions, and shall assemble the out- 
casts of Israel, and gather together 
the dispersed of Judah from the 
four corners of the earth.”’ 

Accordingly we find, that about 
the time of Christ’s ascension, 
“there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, out of every na- 
tion under heaven; Parthians, and 
Medes, and Rlamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
in Egypt and in the parts of Lybia 
about Cyrene, and strangers of 
Rome, Jews and proselytes,” &c. 
Acts ii. 5, 9, 10. For what purpose 
then were so many Jews collected 
at Jerusalem, at that particular 
conjuncture? The feast of Pente- 
cost, or harvest feast, was not the 
principal reason; because it was 
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not absolutely necessary that Jews, 
from remote countries, should be 
present at Jevamubewn. during its 
yerformance. The truth is, they 
ae that Daniel’s weeks were 
then expiring; the government was 


ina great measure wrested out of 


their hands; the very circumstance 
that was to determine when our 
Lord should come. 

Such events so operated on their 
minds, that, “the people were in 
expectation, and all men mused in 
their hearts of John, whether he 
were the Christ or not.’? Luke i. 
15. The above cited texts were 
therefore unquestionably fulfilled, 
by the vast assemblage of persons 
at Jerusalem, to witness the coming 
of Christ; and by the conversion of 
the Gentiles to the gospel. 

But the prophet Isaiah expressly 
foretold, that the Jews would re- 
ject the Messiah. “ And he shall 
be for a sanctuary; but for a stone 
of stumbling, and for a rock of of- 
fence, to both the houses of Israel; 
for a gin and for a snare, to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem.” 

Indeed the Jews appear to have 
been given over to the hardness of 
their own hearts. For from their 
existence as a nation, unto the cap- 
tivity, their predominant character- 
istic was idolatry: and subsequent 
to that period, w hen the -fulness of 
{ime was fast approaching, instead 
of searching the scriptures, which 
testified of the Messiah, they had 
recourse to their traditions. By 
these they transgressed the com- 
mandments of God. By these they 
worshipped God in vain, teaching 
for doctrines the commandments of 
men. From their writings it is ma- 
nifest, that their traditions were 
held in higher esteem than the 
scriptures. The w ords of the 
scribes are lovely, (says one of 
their writers) above the words of 
the law; for the words of the law 
are weighty and light, but the words 
of the scribes are all weighty. 

By these re they were 
taught to believe, that the Messiah 
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would enter Jerusalem as a tempo- 
ral prince, accompanied with all 
the pageantry of eastern magnifi- 
cence; that he would emancipate 
the Jews from Roman servitude; 
that the ceremonial law would be 
confirmed, and rendered as obliga- 
tory as it had formerly been ; that 
the Gentiles would not be partici- 
pators of those inestimable privi- 
leges which he would confer on 
them. But when they found his doc- 
trines to contravene their fantasti- 
cal notions, their malice prompted 
them to destroy him. “ This is the 
heir, come let us kill him, that the 
inheritance may be ours.” 

But no reasoning, on this sub- 
ject, can be more conclusive, than 
that derived from the fifty-third 
chapter of the prophecy of ‘Isaiah. 
That eloquent writer, in the most 
plaintive language, exhibited a com- 
plete outline of the history of our 
Lord. “ Who hath believed our re- 
port? and to whom is the arm of 
the Lorp revealed? For he shall 
grow up before him as a_ tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground: he hath no form nor come- 
liness: and when we shall see him, 
there is no beauty that we should de- 
sire him. He is despised and re- 
jected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief; and we 
hid as it were our faces from him: 
he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him _ stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our inigut- 
ties: tae chastisement of our peace 
was upon him ; and with his stripes 
we are healed. All we, like sheep, 
have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way 3 and the 
Lorp hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. He was oppressed, and 
he was afflicted ; yet he opened not 


his mouth: he is brought as a lamb — 


to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth. He was taken from 
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wison and from judgment: and 
who shall declare his generation ? 
for he was cut off out of the land of 
the living: for the transgression of 
my people was he stricken,” &c. 
The following are the most pro- 
minent features of the prediction 
contained in this chapter.—Ist. 
The rejection of the Messiah by the 
generality of the Jewish nation ; ap- 
parently 1 in consequence of the ob- 
scurity of his parentage, and the 
meanness of his appearance-— od. 
That during the course ef his sin- 
less life, he would suffer a continu- 
al series of the grossest calumny 
and reproach: “Say we not well 
that thou art a Samaritan, and hast 
a devil ??—3d. That after having 
submitted to such indignities, he, 
who knew no sin, would voluntarily 
give his life for the sheep. “ And 
the Lorp hath laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all.”—4th. He was * 
pressed and he was afilicted ; 
he opened not his mouth: “ and 
the chief priests accused him of 
many things; but he answered no- 
thing. And Pilate asked him agen, 
saying, answerest thou nothing 
behold how many things they wt 
ness against thee. But Jesus yet 
answered nothing: so that Pilate 
marvelled.?’ Mark xv. 3,4, 5.— 5th. 
‘He was numbered with the trans- 
vressors; ‘and with him they cru- 
cify two thieves; the one on his 
right hand and the other on his left,’ 
and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the trans- 
eressors.”” So Christ not only in- 
terceded for the wicked Jews; 
“ Father forgive them for they know 
not what they do;’’ but after he 
arose from the dead, he was re- 
ceived up into heaven, and sat on 
the right hand of God, where he 
now intercedes for his people : not 
by an humble request, but by a le- 
gal demand of those things, which 
he purchased for them by his death. 
“ Wherefore he is able to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
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to make intercession for them.’ 
Heb. vii. 25. 

Another passage, in support of 
the Christian system \, is in Aecha- 
riah xiii. 7. “Awake, O sword, 
against my Shepherd, and against 
the man that is my fellow, saith the 
Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd 
and the sheep shall be scattered ; 
and I will turn mine hand upon the 
little ones.’ For more than three 
thousand years the sword of divine 
justice had been asleep, but as the 
time of Christ’s coming (who was 
the good Shepherd) was at hand, 
Jahow ah calls upon him to perform 
his stipulation—to lay down his life 
for the sheep. “ Awake, O sword, 
against my Shepherd, and against 
the man that is my fellow, saith the 
Lorp of hosts.”” But w he was fel- 
low, or equal, to the Lord of hosts, 
as mentioned in the text? It was 
certainly none but he who could, 
in the most appropriate language, 
say, “I and my Father are one.” 
“Smite the Shepherd,” &c. That 
Christ would be smitten for our 
sins, was repeatedly taught in the 
scriptures. “T gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my 
face from shame and _ spitting.’ 39 
Isaiah |. 6. This part of the pre- 
diction was literally accomplished 
after Christ declared his divi inity 
before the Sanhedrim. “Then did 
they spit in his face, and buffeted 
him; and others smote him with the 
palms of their hands.’? Matt. xxvi. 
7. Smite the Shepherd and the 
sheep shall be scattered. According- 
ly we find that after Christ was be- 
trayed to the Jews, all “his disci- 
ples forsook him and fled.” 

From the book of Psalms, it may 
be justly inferred, that Christ who 
was promised to the Jews has truly 
come. Those passages therefore 
which contain an account of the 


principal occurrences of the life of 


David, (Israel’s king) may by us, 
with great propriety, be applied to 
Jesus Christ, the king of us who are 
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now, “ the Israel of God.”’ Gal. vi. 
16. In the twenty-second psaim, 
David in extreme afHiction exclaim- 
ed, “ My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” Our adorable 
Redeemer when suspended on the 
cross, used precisely the same 
words. “ And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with loud voice, “ My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me??? Matt. xxvii. 46. The 
seventh and eighth verses of the 
same psalm, “ All they that see 
me laugh me to scorn: ‘they shoot 
out the lip, they shake the head, 
saying, he trus sted on the Lord, that 
he would deliver him: let bien le- 
liver him seeing he delighted in 
him,” were literally fulfilled when 
si they that passed by reviled him, 
wagging their head, saying, he 
trusted in God; let hisn deliver him 
now if he “iil have him.”? Matt. 
xxvil. 39, 45. The eighteenth verse 
is equally as applicable to Jesus 
Christ, as any of those which have 
been adduced. «“ They part my 
garments among them, and cast 
lots upon my vesture.” So “the 
soldiers when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garment, and made 
four parts, to every soldier a part, 
and also his coat; now the coat was 
without seam, woven from tle top 
throughout. They said therefore 
among themselves, let us not rend 
it, but cast lots for it whose it shail 
be: that the scripture might be ful- 
filled which saith, they parted my 
raiment among thom and for my 
vesture they did cast lots.”? John 
X1x. 23, 24. 

In the sixty-ninth psalm, David 
delineated, in the most mournful 
and pathetic language, the unparal- 
leled sufferings of our immaculate 
Redeemer. ‘The twenty-first verse 
was predictive of the unfeeling con- 
duct of the Jews towards ‘ag in 
the extremity of his passion. “They 
gave me also gall for meat, and in 
my thirst they g gave vinegar.”? This 
was literally true when ‘“ “they gave 
him vinegar to drink, mingled with 
gall.” Matt. xxvii. 34. The justice 











of God being then completely satis - 
fied, he expired upon the cross, af- 
ter he had repeated a part of the 
fifth verse of the thirty-first psalin, 
“ Into thine hand I commit my spi- 
rit.” 

The ninth verse of the forty-first 
psalm, “mine own familiar friend 
in whom I trusted, who did eat of 
my bread, hath lifted up his hee! 
against me,” was probably express- 
ed by David, after the treacherous 
Ahithophel had revolted to the par 
ty of bis’ unnatural son, Absalom. 
But it is obvious from John xiii. 18. 
that this scripture was fulfilled, 
when Christ was betrayed by the 
pertidious Judas: “1 speak not of 
you all; I know whom [I have cho- 
sen; we that the scriptures may be 
fulfilled, he that eateth bread with 
me hath lifted up his heel against 
me.’ 

The twenty-second verse of the 
hundred and eighteenth psalm, 
« The stone which the builders re- 
fused,”? was a clear prediction of 
the rejection of the Messiah by the 
Jews. And so conclusive was it on 
this subject, that we find it six 
times quoted by the New Testa- 
ment writers: namely, Matt. xxi. 
42. Mark xii. 10. Luke xx. 17, 
Acts iv. 11. Ephes. 11.20. 1 Pet. ii. 4. 

The second verse of the seventy- 
eighth psalm, was actually accom- 
plished by Christ, who “ spake unto 
the multitude in parables; and 
without a parable spake he not unto 
them: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken” by the prophet, 
saying, | will open my mouth in 
par ables; 1 will utter things which 
have been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.’?? Matt. 
xi. 34, 35. 

As to the psalms we shall only 
add, that exclusive of all other tes- 
timony on this subject, they fore- 
told in sublime and beautiful lan- 
guage, the advent of the Messiah, 
his incarnation, birth, life, death, 
resurrection, ascension, priesthood, 


&c. Hence it was, the predictions. 


being so numerous, and correspond- 
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ing so exactly to Jesus Christ, that 
more quotations were taken from 
them, by the writers of the New 
Testament, to prove his divinity, 
than from any other book in the 
Old ‘Testament. 

The Jews assert the Christian 
religion to be erroneous, because 
Elias, or Elijah, the precursor of 
the Messiah has not yet come. 
« Behold I will send you ‘Elijah the 
prophet, before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the 
Lorp.” Mal.iv. 5. Malachi, how- 
ever, did not say, behold I will send 
you Elijah the Tishbite, but Elijah 
the prophet, that 1s, a prophet in 
the spirit and power of Elias. The 
text being therefore figurative, was 
evidently predictive of John the 
Baptist. “For all the prophets, and 
the law, prophesied until John. 
And if ye will receive it, this is 
Elias which was for to come.” 
Matt. x1. 13, 14. 

There was a striking similarity, 
between the characters of Elijah 
the prophet, and John the Baptist. 
They were equally remarkable for 
their bold and persuasive argumen- 
tation. As they strenuously op- 
posed the predominant vices of 
their times, they had both inveterate 
enemies. Elijah had Ahab and Je- 
zebel: John had Herod and Hero- 
dias. They were both clothed with 
a hairy garment, and a leathern gir 
dle. 3 Kings i. 8. Matt. 11. 4. They 
both spent. a part of their time in 
the wilderness, &c. As the Jews, 
therefore, did not acknowledge 
John the Baptist to be Elias, the 
forerunner of the Messiah, though 
the occurrences of their lives were 
parallel, so, neither would they have 
believed Jesus Christ to be the Mes- 
siah, had Elijah the Tishbite appear- 
ed to the Jews and certified that he 
was the Messiah. 

Watson in his Theological Tracts 
Says, “it was absolutely necessary 
the Messiah should have such a 
forerunner, as John the Baptist 
was. Before any precepts can be 
instilled into men’s minds, it is pro- 








per that the errors and prejudices 


which they labour under, should be 
removed; to the end that the obe- 
dience which they render to God, 
may be the effect of deliberation 
and choice: but when their corrup- 
tion is come to an _ exorbitant 
height, and their uuderstandings 
are clouded with a thick darkness, 
we must create in them a new 
heart, and disperse all the obsta- 
cles which prevent them from ad- 
mitting the light of the truth. Before 
our lands are sown, they must be 
grubbed, cleared eer ploughed. 
Above all, the doctrines of the gos- 
pel were of that nature, that they 
could not be received but by per- 
sons well disposed; because they 
were contrary to all the passions 
and prejudices of men, and especi- 
ally to the pride and sensuality 
of the Jews. This method was in 
short absolutely necessary, either 
to bring about the conversion of the 
Jews, or that they might be entirely 
without excuse, if they persisted 1 in 
impenitence and unbelief.” 

That Jesus Christ was the Mes- 
siah, who was promised to the Jews, 
may be inferred from the place of 
his nativity having corresponded to 
the prediction of Micah. “But 
thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thou- 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me, that is 
to be rulet in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting.’ "7 Accordingly « Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king.” As 
soon as the event was announced 
to Herod, he immediately assem- 
bled the chief priests, and scribes, 
and interrogated them where Christ 
should be born. ‘They unanimously 
answered “ in Bethlehem of Judea,” 
quoting the same prophecy from 
Micah which we have done, in sup- 
port of their assertion. Herod was 
so well persuaded of the birth of 
Christ, that, in order to destroy 
him, he issued his sanguinary edict, 
commanding all the children in 
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Bethlehem, and the adjacent coun- 
try, to be put to death. He sup- 
posed that by acting in such a man- 
ner, he would secure the crown not 
only for himself but also for his pos- 
terity. 

Bethlehem, anc iently called Eph- 
rata, (“ Ang } Rachel died and was 
buried in the way to Ephrath which 
is Bethlehem’) was distant from 
Jerusalem, about five or six miles 
to the southwest. It was denomi- 
nated Bethlehem of Judea, to dis- 
tinguish it from another city of the 
same name, which belonged to Ze- 
bulun.—** And Kattath, and Nahal- 
lal, and Shimron, and Idalah, and 
Bethlehem: twelve cities with their 
villages. ‘This 1s the inheritance 
of the children of Zebulun.”’? Joshua 
xix. 15, 16. 
the third century, says, that after 
the emperor Adrian had entirely 
subdued Judea, he enacted a law, 
prohibiting the Jews to dwell in the 
neighbouring parts of Jerusalem, 
and. particularly at Bethlehem. He 
therefore judiciously infers, that 
since the Messiah was to be born 
of the tribe of Judah, and in Beth- 
lehem, the Jews could have no 
manner of ground for expecting 
him, as no Jew was permitted to 
live in that city. 

Lastly, the doctrines of Jesus 
Christ; the extraordinary works 
which he performed; and the ac- 
complishment of his predictions, 
demonstrate him to have been “ the 
Son of the living God.” 

The Pagan religion was truly re- 
pugnant to every principal of a ra- 
tional and well instructed mind. 
Their vast number of gods; their 
impure and barbarous rites; and 
their belief of the most palpable ab- 
surdities, were evidently character- 
istics of its falsehood. 

The Mahometan religien, al- 
though its author asserted his doc- 
irines to be a revelation from hea- 
ven, was in reality a complete im- 
posture. Many of its rites and doc- 
trines, it is true, were borrowed 
from Judaism and Christianity, but 





Tertullian, a writer of 
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as Mahomet prohibited all inqui- 
ries into the nature of his relj YION 5 
as he produced no miracles to at- 
test its truth; as he endeavoured to 
propagate it by the sword, and not 
by argumentation; as many of its 
pr ecepts were altogether ridicu- 
lous; in a word, as it could be 
pleasing to none but those whose 
minds were carnal, sensual, and de- 
vilish, it was never an institution 
of God. 

The Jewish dispensation of -the 
only true religion, in its original 
form, was of divine appointment. 
But as it was an institution, pecu- 
liar to one nation, it was not calcu- 
lated to become universal. It was 
therefore constituted only for a 
time; because the scriptures he 
clared, that another prophet should 
be raised up like to Moses, and 
that the days should come, when 
God would make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel, and with 
the house of Judah, not according to 
the covenant that he made with their 
fathers, when he took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt. ‘Phe prophets, moreover, 
deciared, that a more excellent and 
permanent state of things should 
exist under the eovernment of a 
particular person. ‘They foretold 


the time of his coming, the place of 


his birth, his death, resurrection, 
&c. As all these circumstances cor- 
responded exactly to Jesus Christ, 
we presume that the Jewish dis- 
pensation did not receive the sanc- 
tion of God, subsequent to the pe- 
riod of the introduction of the 
Christian. 

The doctrines which our Saviour 
taught, exhibited every mark of a 
divine origin. They were admira- 
bly calculated for regulating the af- 
fections and passions of mankind. 
They exhibited the duties incum- 
bent on mankind, in a clearer man- 
ner than they had been revealed 
under any other dispensation. 

if he was not the Messiah, by 
what power and authority, did he 
open the ears of the deaf, loose the 
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tongues of the dumb, make the 
lame to walk, render the maimed 
perfect, opened the eyes of those 
who had been born blind, and raise 
the dead? It was not “by Beelzebub 
the prince of the devils,” as the 
Jews blasphemously asserted, be- 
cause Satan had no such power 
himself, nor was it ever delegated 
tohim. But even admitting he had 
such a power, the exercise of it in 
such actions as are ascribed to Je- 
sus Christ, would have been ex- 
tremely prejudicial to his best inter- 
est. “ And if Satan cast out Satan, 
he is divided against himself; how 
shall then his kingdom stand.” 
Matt. xii. 26. But, on the contrary, 
it was predicted that these very mi- 
racles should be performed by the 
Messiah. “Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped: 
then shall the lame man leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing.”? Isaiah xxxv. 5, 6. 

The accomplishment of those 
events, which Christ predicted, 
prove him to have been the Mes- 
siah. “And Jesus went out, and 
departed from the temple: and his 
disciples came to him for to show 
him the buildings of the temple. 
And Jesus said unto them, see ye 
not all these things? Verily I say 
unto you, there shall not be left 
here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down. Verily 
I say unto you, this generation shall 


not pass, till all these things be ful- | 
filled.?? Matt. xxiv. 1, 2, 34. So | 
Titus, with his Roman legions, for- | 


ty years after the ascension of our 
Lord, before that generation had 
passed away, surrounded Jerusa- 
lem, and after he had put more than 
one million of men to the sword, 
caused the foundation of the tem- 
ple to be dug up. 

To conclude, his prediction of 
the success of the gos el is an irre- 
fragable proof of his divine mission. 

: proot 0 
“Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
Vor. I. 
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against it.”? Matt. xvi. 18. “ Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.”” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Had 
the Christian religion been a human 
contrivance, it could not possibly 
have existed during so many centu- 
ries: its propagators would certain- 
ly be exceedingly reproached, for 
exhibiting to the world, a religion, 
the author of which was ignomini- 
ously put to death, by a Roman pro- 
curator; and in addition to all these 
circumstances, its success would be 
still more improbable, when the 
very precepts it inculcated, were 
diametrically opposite, to the cor- 
ruptions of the human heart. But 
the work was not of man but of 
God. He therefore by the power 
of miracles, (a power which was 
never granted in establishing any 
other religion) enabled the apostles 
to overcome all the powers of Sa- 
tan. As our holy religion has, there- 
forez been more than a counterba- 
lance against all its enemies until 
now, corroborating the prediction of 
our Lord, it will continue, overcom- 
ing all opposition, to the end of the 
world. 

From the preceding arguments, 
we presume, the inference is ob- 
vious, that Christ who was promised 
to the Jews, has truly come. 


Joun A. Gerry. 
Poplar Town, (Md.) 4th Sept. 1821. 
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“And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be de- 
sired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her, and he did 
eat.” —GeEN, i. 6. 


The fall of man, the introduc- 
tion of sin, with its long train of 
3 L 
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direful consequenées, may be rank- 

ed among the deep things of God. 

Why was it permitted? how was it 
broug ht about? and what will be its 
issuer are questions which, when 
duly considered, can hardly fail to 
make us feel our intellectual weak- 

ness. “QO the depth of the riches, 
both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past find- 

ing out!” ‘The fact that mankind 
are a depraved race of beings, is 
undeniable; and to suppose that 
they came from the hand of the 
Creator in this depraved state, 
would be to impeach the glorious 
purity of the divine characte .  -o 
account for the sad degeneracy of 
our nature, has long been a matter 

of laborious inv estigation with the 
learned and the inquisitive. Various 
opinions have been started, and, for 
a time, prevailed in the pagan 
world. One set of philosophers 
inaintained the absurd and self-de- 
structive notion of two indepen- 
dent principles, the one good, and 
ihe other evil—the latter aiming, 

perpetually, to mar and defeat the 
designs of the former: hence, they 
fancied, arose all the corruption, 
disorder, and infelicities of nature. 
Others talked about the perverse- 
ness and obliquity of matter—as if 
its connexion with mind in the hu- 
man species, unavoidably produced 
a deterioration of our intellectual 
powers and moral qualities. In- 
deed, one hypothesis has given 
place to another, in such long suc- 
cession, and with so little addition- 
al light or probability, that it would 
seem philosophy and unaided rea- 
son can come to no satisfactor y 
conclusion on the subject. The 
short account of Moses, comprised 
in the third chapter of Genesis, 
though not without its difficulties, 
will be found, on candid examina- 
tion, even aside from its inspired 
authority, more rational, coherent, 
and consistent with the character 
of God and man, than any other 
that has ever been given to the 
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world. Let us attend to it, then, 
with an honest desire to know the 
truth, however humbling it may be 
to the pride of our hearts. And be 
it our fervent prayer to God, that, 
“as we have borne the image of the 

earthy, we may also bear the image 
of the heavenly. > 1 Cor. xv. 49. 

[t will be proper, here, to recol- 
lect the leading pomts attempted 
to be established, in a preceding 
lecture, viz. that as man 1s a moral 
and accountable creature, he re- 
ceived his being under a law suited 
to his rational character, honoura- 
ble grade, and high destination in 
the great kingdom of the Creator; 
that, as he was designed to propa- 
gate his species, it was fit and pro- 
per that any transactions between 
God and the original progenitor of 
the race, should have a bearing on 
his descendants: ; that the cov enant 
formed with our first parents, by a 
promise of eternal life and felicity 
in case of their obedience, and a 
threatening of death in the contrary 
event, imposed upcn them no new 
or irksome obligation. ‘That being 
already complete and undeniable 
from the law of their nature, it is 
plain that such a dispensation could 
be of no disadvantage, whatever be- 
nefits it might secure to them and 
their posterity. We have seen, also, 
that Adam and Eve were made in 
the divine image,—were endued 
with knowledge, rectitude and ho- 
liness,—indulged with divine com- 
munications,—invested with domi- 
nion over all other creatures in this 
lower world,—loaded with a rich 
profusion of the bounties of Heaven, 
and placed in circumstances the 
most favourable that can be con- 
ceived, for holding fast their inte- 


grity and securing the blessings otf 


the covenant; insomuch, that no 
person has any ground to think, he 
would have acted a wiser, or a bet- 
ter part, had his destiny been put 
at his own disposal. 

Bearing these ideas along with 
us, proceed we now to contemplate 
our fallen nature,—but the wreck 
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of what it was, “till one greater Man 
restore us, and regain the blissful 
seat.” The subject, naturally di- 
vides itself into three parts, which 
we shall consider briefly, in the fol- 
lowing order: viz. First, the temp- 
tation which led to the breach of 
the covenant, in eating the forbid- 
len fruit; secondly, the criminality 
of that act; and thirdly, the conse- 
quences that ensued. 

I. The temptation. The visible 
instrument employed in this, ac- 
cording to the narrative of the sa- 
cred historian, was “ the serpent.” 
Of what species this serpent was, 
or how far its nature and proper- 
ties may have been changed and de- 
graded, as a memorial of God’s ha- 
tred of sin, it were useless and vain 
to inquire. Some writers suppose, 
that, before the fall, serpents were 
beautiful, * docile, and inoffensive 
creatures ; that they inhabited trees, 
and fed on fruits; that they were 
endued with great sagacity; and 
that our first parents regarded them 
as favourites, in comparison of the 
other orders of inferior animals. 
The learned and ingenious Dr. 
Adam Clarke is of opinion, that, 
by the serpent is meant one of the 
ape or ouran-outang tribe; that 
those disgusting caricatures on hu- 
man nature were, originally, gifted 
with speech and reason, walked 
erect, and possessed we know not 
how many otber noble endowments ; 
but upon their concurring with the 
prince of devils, in the ruin of our 
species, they were degraded to their 
present condition, deprived of ar- 
ticulate language, and in a great 
measure of reason, doomed to go on 
all-fours and lick the dust, “cursed 
above all cattle, and above every 
beast of the field.”’ As the doctor 
has kindly licensed his readers to 
adopt or reject this opinion as they 
may see meet, no person can hesi- 
tate to give him all the credit due 
to such a novel and curious disco- 
very. They who adopt this opinion 
to get rid of one set of difficulties, 
will have to encounter another 
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class, equally formidable and per- 


plexing, if not more so. Moses re- 


marks that “ the serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made.’’ 
Had it been, naturally, a speaking 
and reasoning creature, capable of 
referring so adroitly to the charac- 
ter of God, and of giving to his 
threatening, in the penal sanction 
of the covenant, so deceptive a 
gloss, its superior subtlety would 
not have been at all remarkable ; 
for, in that case, it would have borne 
a stronger resemblance to a fallen 
angel than to any beast of the field. 
We prefer, therefore, the common 
understanding of the Mosaic ac- 
count; i. e. that the visible agent, 
in this affair, was a serpent, in the 
usual import of the term, and that 
Satan, the prince of apostate spirits, 
was the efficient actor and foul in- 
stigator of the evil that ensued. 
How he made the sharp tongue of 
the reptile subservient to his nefa- 
rious purpose, we pretend not to 
explain. Neither do we know by 
what organs he spake when he as- 
sailed our Saviour in the wilder- 
ness of Jordan, or how he com- 
manded the tongues of the demo- 
niacs, of which we read in the evan- 
gelists. ‘These were instances of 
extraordinary power, which the Al- 
mighty permitted him to exert, for 
reasons doubtless just and good, but 
which lie beyond the horizon of our 
limited view. ‘That this apostate 
prince of darkness was the real 
tempter of our first parents, is per- 
fectly evident from a variety of 
passages in the New Testament, 
where we find him mentioned by 
names and titles drawn from the 
malignity of his character, particu - 
larly as it was manifested in the 
sad tragedy of the garden of Eden. 
Our Saviour calls him a murderer, 
a liar, the father of lies, and an ad- 
versary. The apostle Paul speaks 
of the serpent that beguiled Eve, 
and in the same chapter tells. us 
that he is sometimes transformed 
into an angel of light. In other 
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laces, he speaks of his devices, || 
is fiery darts,—and exhorts Chris- 
tians to vigilance and prayer, from 
the consideration that Satan ‘goeth 
about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. ‘The apostle 


John calls him a sinner from the | 


beginning, the old serpent, a dra- 
gon, and a deceiver. These and 
the like expressions may be consi- 
dered as incidental notes, explana- 
tory of the text before us. “ Yea, 


hath God said, ye shall not eat of 


every tree of the garden?” ‘This 
abrupt sentence in the interroga- 
tory form, is supposed to have been 
but a part of the serpent’s address 
to Eve. However that may be, it is 
extremely artful and insinuating ; 
as if he had said, expressly, “ it 
cannot be that the bountiful Lord 
and proprietor of all things would 
forbid you the use of any fruit with 
which he has enriched this delight- 
ful 0 i You must have mis- 
taken his meaning. Such a re- 
straint would be unreasonable and 
unworthy of God.” Hereupon the 
woman repeated the law; but, as if 
half conquered already by the ad- 
versary’s plausible speech, added a 
small comment of her own: “ We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of 
the garden: but of the fruit of the 
tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die.” ‘This “ neither shall 
ye touch it,”” does not appear in the 
prohibition, as given by God in the 
17th verse of chapter Qd. And 
“lest ye e die,”? a soft and doubtful 
phrase, is substituted for the point- 
ed and peremptory declaration, “ In 
the day that thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die.”’ Embolden- 
ed by this reply, as clearly indi- 
cating the beginning of pride and 
unbelief, the serpent lays aside his 
disguise, and declares roundly, “ Ye 
shall not surely die ; for God doth 
know, that in the day ye eat there- 
of, then your eyes shall be opened, 


and ye shall be as gods, eo | 


sood and evil.” Here we have bot 
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lying and perjury, with a successful 
appeal to the rising pride, self-will, 
and libertinism of the human heart. 
To “be as gods,” was the overpow- 
ering charm ,—the fatal ambition, 
that 2 ruimed and degraded our spe- 
cies, as it had, probably, huried the 
devil and his angels from the 

heights of heaven to the depths of 
misery and despair. ‘The secret 
aim and supreme desire of our un- 
sanctified nature is, to “snatch 
from God’s hand the balance,—to 
rejudge his justice, and be the god 
of God.” 

‘« And when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of the fruit thereof and 
did eat, and gave also unto her hus- 
band with her, and he did eat.” 
Perhaps Satan suggested that he 
had tasted the fruit, and derived 
extraordinary advantages from it— 
his subtlety, power of speech, great 
acuteness in discerning the proper- 
ties of things, and, in one word, a 
knowledge and happiness nearly 
resembling the Creator himself. 
The result of the interview was a 
determination, on the part of our 
first parents, to break through the 
salutary restraint of the covenant. 
The woman took, and ate, and gave 
to her husband, and he ate also. 
“And what great wrong was there 
(says the unbeliever) in this act?” 
What harm could there be in eat- 
ing an apple, a fig, or a cluster of 
grapes”? ‘This we are now to in- 
quire into a little. 

Il. Any act, however indifferent 
in itself, may, by divine institution 
or appointment, become vastly im- 
portant. ‘The will of God is the 
standard of right. ‘T'o oppose his 
will, whatever may be the matter 
or form of the opposition, is to do 
wrong. Our first parents had be- 
fore them a clear and express reve- 
lation of their Maker’s will in this 
case: “Thou shalt not eat of it.” 
Now the violation of this precept 


was a practical renunciation of 
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their allegiance to the great Lord of 
heaven and earth,—a foolish attempt 
to withdraw from the divine govern- 
ment, marked by the blackest ingra- 
titude to their heavenly Benefactor, 
and by the most unequivocal con- 
tempt for infinite authority. And 
was there no wrong in all this? But 
let us look at this matter a little 
more closely. The prohibition in 
question, was not a mere display of 
arbitrary sovereignty. The holiness 
and benignity of God make it mo- 
rally impossible that he should ever 
will or command any thing which is 
not wise and good. “The tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil (says the 
learned and pious Vitringa) was cho- 
sen of God to be a visible, familiar, and 
permanent lesson, by which man was 
not only admonished of the eternal 
distinction between good and evil; 
but was put upon his guard as to the 
quarter from which alone evil could 
assail him.” But why was the fruit 
of it forbidden? In answer to this 
question, we remark, that the prohi- 
bition answered three purposes, all 
tending to the honour of God and 
the good of the creature. 

First, it served as a test of man’s 
obedience. And this enters essen- 
tially into the very notion of a pro- 
bationary state suited to the charac- 
ter of a rational and accountable 
creature. Here was a positive pre- 
cept. The thing to which it related 
was simple and easily understood. 
It was well adapted to the existing 
circumstances of those whose obe- 
dience it demanded. They were in 
a garden of the Lord’s own planting, 
with liberty to use all its productions, 
this only excepted. 

Secondly, it served to keep man 
in mind of his dependance on the 
bountiful Giver of every good and 
perfect gift: it taught him to seek 
his happiness in the way which God 
had prescribed, and to expect higher 
and purer and holier enjoyments, 
than were to be found in the terres- 
trial Eden: that unqualified submis- 
sion to the will of his Creator was, 
at once, his duty, his privilege, and 
safety. Thus that tree, whose touch 








was death, was, untouched, a source 
of useful instruction and moral im- 
provement. 

Thirdly, it served as a sacramen- 
tal pledge of faithfulness to the co- 
venant, which God was pleased to 
form with them, and in them, with 
their posterity. In this covenant, 
there was a promise of life and hap- 
piness, ratified by the tree of life, 
which they were allowed to use, 
while they continued obedient; and 
a threatening of death, in case of 
transgression, ratified and sealed, by 
the tree of knowledge, the fruit of 
which was forbidden to be used. 
“When, by a gratuitous promise of 
immortality, the law of duty was 
converted into a pacific covenant, the 
tree of life and the tree of knowledge 
were the two sacraments of that 
covenant; the former being a visible 
document of God’s faithfulness to his 
promise, and the latter a visible do- 
cument of his faithfulness to his 
threatening. And thus the assurance 
of life or death being exhibited to our 
first parents, by sensible signs, they 
were constantly admonished of the 
interest staked in their hands, and 
of the infinitely happy or horrible is- 
sue of their probationary state.” (Vi- 
tringa.) 

If these views of the subject be 
correct, the criminality of eating the 
forbidden fruit must be abundantly 
evident. It was preferring self-will 
to God’s will, and profanely denying 
his right to the homage of his intel- 
ligent creatures; it was an arrogant 
encroachment on the divine preroga- 
tive; it was a profanation of the seal 
of the covenant, and a forfeiture of 
life, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. 
Nor is that opinion extravagant, 
which makes it a virtual violation of 
every precept in the decalogue, an 
infraction of every tie that binds the 
rational creature to the Creator and 
Sovereign of the universe. 

III. What then were the consequen- 
ces of this high and heinous offence? 
To Adam and Eve,as might be ex pect- 
ed, the immediate consequences were 
shame, fear, confusion, and expulsion 
from the garden of God. Vile affec- 
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tions usurped the seats of peace, in- 
nocence and joy. Their eyes were 
opened—the charm was broken— 
they felt themselves justly liable to 
eternal ruin; naked and exposed to 
the penalty of the covenant, they 
vainly attempted to fly from the pre- 
sence of their offended God. But 


neither fig-leaves, nor all the trees of 


the garden could screen them from 
the piercing eye of Omniscience. 
The criminals are arrested—Adam 
endeavours to throw the blame 
upon the woman, and she upon the 
serpent—but all in vain; they had 
acted freely, and against the clear 
light of truth and ‘the majesty of 
Heaven. They are, therefore, con- 
demned. Adam is doomed to a life 
of toil and labour, which is to termi- 
nate in death—“dust to dust and 
ashes to ashes.” Eve,as first in the 
transgression, is to bring forth chil- 
dren in pain and multiplied sorrow, 
and to be subject to the will of her 
husband. ‘The serpent, which afore- 
time had probably inhabited trees, 
and fed on delicious fruits, and held 
a respectable rank among animals, i iS 
sohtennian to g0 upon his belly and 
eat dust all the days of his life. But, 
in the sentence of the serpent, there 
is one redeeming clause: “I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; 
he shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel” Here is the 
incipient revelation of a Saviour: the 
serpent and his seed are the wicked 
one and his emissaries; Jesus Christ 
is the seed of the woman—as con- 
cerning the flesh, the offspring of a 
virgin—manifested to destroy the 
works of the devil. On this founda- 
tion our first parents were now di- 
rected to repose their trust. And 
that all hopes from the violated co- 
venant might be given up, the man, 
who had been, in a measure like 
God, able to discern between good 
and evil, was now driven from the 
garden, and the access to the tree of 
life was guarded by the cherubim, 
armed with a flaming sword, lest the 
offenders should profane the sacra- 
ment intended to seal and guarantee 
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to the faithful, blessings which were 
now forfeited, and not to be attained 
but through the mediation of the se- 
cond Adam, the Lord from heaven. 
Alas for our fallen nature! “How 
is the gold become dim! how is the 
most fine gold changed!” Reader, 
do you receive the divine testimony, 
on the humbling subject of this lec- 
ture; and do you feel yourself to be 


ia degenerate plant of a strange vine, 


a guilty, helpless sinner? ‘Then, be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
you will, thereby, secure an interest 
in a covenant which is ordered in all 
things and sure. But remember, 
that unless Christ be in you, the hope 
of glory as the gospel is true, there 
is no warranted hope for you; for 
“neither is there salvation in any 
other.” “He that believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life: and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.” John i. 36. W.N. 


ss 


THE LATE HURRICANE. 


On the 3d of September last, 
pleased the Author of the winds Ms 
visit our sea coast, from the Capes of 
the Delaware to Nar razansett Bay, 
with one of the most violent gales ever 


experienced in this part of ‘the coun- 


try. It blew in diferent places from 
every point of the compass, within a 
few hours; and was so powerful as to 
prostrate not only the standing corn, 
but lofty trees, and in some places 
brick edifices.* ‘The fruit trees were 
completely stripped of their autmnal 
bounties, and in many places the 
leaves seem to have been whipped to 
pieces on their boughs. 

The most important consideration, 





* A large new brick church, belonging 
to the Methodists in New Haven, was 
blown down nearly to the foundation. The 
wind seemed to clip off the tops of the 
waves, and blew so violently that they 
could not rise very high. The salt spray 

was carried up into the country so as to 
cover windows and the sides of houses 
with a deposit of salt, and to change the 
leaves of the trees, many miles from the 
Sound. 
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however, is this, that many lives 
were lost, and many persons, no 
doubt, went down to a watery grave 
without any preparation for “their 
Jast change. In a storm, sailors have 
but little time for reflection, so long 
as any duty is to be done the ship 
in which they are embarked. Every 
exertion must be used to keep her 
in trim, and make her weather the 
storm; so that when destruction 
comes by some sudden catastrophe, 
the mariners not unfrequently go to 
the bottom in the hurry and bustle 
of their professional business. All 
who are to be destroyed by the wa- 
ters, cannot flatter themselves with 
such time for reflection as is afforded 
to mere passengers, incapable of 
handling a rope; and to seamen, who 
fioat on the quarter deck, or on spars, 
and are doomed to die a lingering 
death, after the tempest shali have 
passed over their foundered bark. 
And even to these, when far from 
land, the clear shining after the rain, 
and the calm, afford but little oppor- 
tunity for meditation and prayer. 
They are chilled with cold; in dan- 
ger from the monsters of the deep; 
in anxious desire, and almost in de- 
spair, of being taken up; and so find 
that a temporary and uncertain pre- 
servation from death, under such cir- 
cumstances, is but little to be wished 
for, with a view to becoming wise 
unto salvation. 

Wisdom would dictate, that ever 
man should make bis will, and make 
his peace with God, before he com- 
mitted himself to the proverbially 
faithless deep. Let him be prepared 
to die, any how, and at any time; 
and then let him embark, with per- 
fect confidence in that God who 
holds the winds and the waves in his 
hands. ‘To ordinary fortitude, let 
truly Christian courage be added, and 
then one may have peace within, 
while the elements are raging around 
him: then, while the plank which 
supports his feet is sinking from his 
weight, or is dashed with his lifeless 
body on the rocks, his soul may 
realize that it has an anchor, sure 
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and steadfast, within the veil, and is 
moored to the Rock of Ages. 

These remarks have occurred to 
the writer, in consequence of his hav- 
ing been exposed to a premature 
death in the late hurricane, in com- 
pany with sixty-four other passen- 
gers in the steam-boat Connecticut, 
captain Bunker, bound trom New 
Haven to New York. ‘This elegant 
and firm boat, (or rather ship, as it 
should be called,) left port at six 
o'clock, P. M. and had eae sailed 
more than an hour before a tempes- 
tuous wind arose from the south-west, 
which rendered it prudent to come 
to anchor under cover of the land, 
near the light-house. Here we hoped 
to ride out the gale, and probably 
should have done so, by the power 
of the steam engine in co-operation 
with our anchors, had not the wind 
suddenly shifted, about ten v’clock, 
into the south-west; which made 
the vessel drag her anchors towards 
a rocky portion of the shore. The 
night .was very dark, and the wind 
repeatedly carried the tops of the 
waves in clouds of foam over our 
eyes, so that we could scarcely dis- 
tinguish the elevation of some rocks 
which fringe that part of New Haven 
harbour, and might have been dash- 
ed on them, without knowing it, had 
not some friendly lights, in a private 
dwelling, continued to warn us of 
our danger. At about 11 o’clock, as 
nearly as I can now estimate the 
time, the wind blew a perfect hurri- 
cane, and seemed to me a more aw- 
ful minister of divine power than 


| even the winged lightnings of Jeho- 


vah,—for the last are soon over; but 
the wind roared in awful majesty for 
hours together. We now found it 


| impossible to keep off from the shore 


any longer, while at anchor: so we 
slipped our cables and let them go, at 
the same time putting the engine in 
motion, that we might bear up into 
the wind, and if possible make for 
the inner harbour, or the opposite 
shore. 

At this critical juncture, the wind 


| broke one of our water wheels, and 


His) 


ss 


¥ 
2 
; 
' 3 
} 
> 
a J 
Fas, 
. 


aft 
oe) 

















456 The Late Hurricane. Ocr. 


rendered all the power of steam use- 
less to us. The seamen then at- 
tempted to hoist up the mainsail to 
the wind, that we might accomplish 
our object; but no canvas could 
stand before such a tempest. Now 
every hope of managing the vessel, 
and keeping off the land, was reluc- 
tantly given up: we could do no- 
thing but let her drive. The seamen 
ceased from their exertions; and for 
a little space I heard no voice but 
that of the tempest. Presently after 
I heard, as I held on to the compa- 
nion-way, near the middle of the 
ship, the voice of prayer arising from 
almost every part of the deck. “O 
God,” one ml 9 another cried, “must 
we perish thus? Save us, for Christ’s 
sake!” Between eleven and twelve 
we drifted, sideways, over a rocky 
point, on which I judged from m 
perceptions that the vessel thumped 
slightly six or eight times, and were 
carried high and dry ona sand beach. 
[n attempting to come by the boat, 
that we might carry a hawser on 
shore, the boat was mashed between 
the sides of the vessel and the sand. 
In a few minutes after, the wind 
abated, and nothing was necessary 
but to let ourselves down by a rope 
into the sand; and those who had 
clung to the deck, while the waves 
dashed over them repeatedly, with 
their boots and a part of their clothes 
. off, prepared with a table-leaf or 
' something else te assist them in 
swimming, had only to congratulate 
each other that all had escaped safe- 
ly to land. More joy and gladness 
Il never saw manifested, than while 
we stood, drenched, under the cover 
of a little copse of evergreens, which 
seemed to assure us, that the waves 
would not go over us any more, 
while they afforded us shelter from 
the wind. 

Not long after 12 o’clock at night, 
we all reached the house which had 
kept up the friendly lights for us du- 
ring the hurricane; and here it was 
unanimously requested that the wri- 
ter should lead in solemn thanksgiv- 
ing to Almighty God for the gra- 
cious deliverance which he had 








wrought for us. It seemed as if 


every heart could respond, Oh that 
men would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! For 
he commandeth, and raiseth the stor- 
my wind, which lifteth up the waves 
thereof. They mount up to the hea- 
ven, they go down again to the 
depths: their soul is melted because 
of trouble. They reel to and fro, 
and stagger like a drunken man, 
and are at their wit’s end. Then 
they cry unto the Lord in their trou- 
ble, and he bringeth them out of their 
distresses. He maketh the storm a 
calm, so that the waves thereof are 
still. 

This was literally the case with 
us; but alas! how soon do men for- 
vet the deliverances which God has 
accomplished for them, and laugh at 
perils when they are past. Some, 
who did not cry unto the Lord from 
their heart, when they howled on 
their beds, or from the midst of the 
waves, were not safe on land a few 
hours, before they began to blas- 
pheme the God of our salvation. 
Others began to think, that their 
danger had not been so great as they 
had imagined. Yet we were cast on 
a sand beach between two rocky 
points, not more than a quarter of a 
mile distant on either side, and this 
was done in the darkness, when no 
skill had any influence in saving the 
vessel from being dashed into a thou- 
sand pieces. 

Surely, storms, tempests, perils, 
shipwrecks, and deliverances, will 
not, of themselves, convert sinners, 
and make them thankful. A migh- 
tier wind than that of the tornado 
must blow on them, or they will 
never become alive to God. “Pro- 
phesy unto the wind, prophesy, son 
of man, and say to the wind, Thus 
saith the Lord God, Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live. 
Behold, I will cause breath to en- 
ter into you, and ye shall live:— 
and ye shall know that I am the 


Lord.” 
E. S. E. 
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CONSTITUTION &C. OF THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN CHURCH. 


( Continued from page 408.) 


That part of the constitution of 
our church which comes under the 
denomination of Discipline, has un- 
dergone the most important altera- 
tions. Many additions and improve- 
ments have been introduced; none 
however of such a nature as to dis- 
card or change any of the leading 
principles by which our judicato- 
ries have been accustomed to govern 
their proceedings. The value of the 
improvements consists, not in the 
introduction of any new, but in a 
happy and lucid expansion of old, 
principles, embodied in a variety of 
particular rules, calculated to ena- 
ble the feeblest intellect to under- 
stand them, and the manner of ap- 
plying them, in the proceedings of 
our ecclesiastical courts. 

The several chapters on this sub- 
ject state the general principles of 
discipline, and explain the nature 
both of private and of public of- 
fences: thev prescribe the manner 
in which process of discipline is to 
be conducted, first, in regard to 
members of the church in general, 
and then in relation to a minister 
of the gospel: they treat of the com- 
petency and of the credibility of wit- 
nesses, and exhibit the various ways 
in which a cause may be carried 
from a lower to a higher judicatory, 
viz. by the records of the lower, by 
references, by appeals, or by com- 
plaints: they describe the nature of 
dissents oe protests, and show the 
effect of new testimony on a cause 
either pending or already decided: 
and finally, they state the extent of 
jurisdiction which sessions have 
over members of a church, and 
poeneiirets over ministers, that 

ave been dismissed by them; and 
define the time within which a cer- 
tificate of church membership shall 


be valid testimony of the bearer’s 
Vou. I. 








good standing; and a process of 
scandal may be instituted against 
an offender. 

On all these points, the rules of 
our present constitution have gone 
into a detail much more minute 
than the former rules; the effect of 
which will, it is believed, be to fa- 
cilitate the transaction of business, 
to render the proceedings of all our 
judicatories more alike, and to pre- 
serve inexperienced members hem 
mistakes into which they were apt 
to fall, for want of more specific and 
definite rules to guide them in the 
= of more general princi- 

es. 

The alterations made in this part 
of our constitution deemed worthy 
of particular notice, are the follow- 
ing. 

Previously to the present amend- 
ments, it was necessary to serve on 
a witness or an accused person 
three citations, before he could be 
suspended from church privileges, 
on the ground of contumacy; but 
now the rule requires only two ci- 
tations. A judicious alteration; 
for under the operation of the for- 
mer rule, a crafty person had it in 
his power to create by management 
great delay in the exercise of disci- 
pline, and to subject a judicatory to 
serious inconvenience. 

In the rule, chap. iv. sect. 15, of 
Actual Process, the word open has 
been omitted. Formerly the rule 
stood thus: “ The trial shall be 
open, fair and impartial.” Now it 
reads, “ The trial shall be fair and 
impartial. The witnesses shall be 
examined in the presence of the ac- 
cused,” &c. The present rule, 
while it secures to the accused every 
right and privilege he can reasona- 
bly desire, and answers all the ends 
of justice, will put it in the power 
of an ecclesiastical court to prevent 
the spread of scandal, whenever de- 
cency and propriety may require 
the exclusion of a multitude of per- 
sons who have no other motive for 
attending the trial than curiosity, 

Other reasons too might be assigned 
3M 
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that will justify a judicatory in de- 
termining to conduct a trial in a 
more private way, than has hereto- 
fore been the practice. 

Authority is now given to a ses- 
sion to excommunicate an obstinate 
offender, without consulting pres- 
bytery; but, by some oversight, a 
corresponding alteration has not 
been made in another part of the 
constitution. ‘The consequence is, 
a session cannot restore a penitent 
who has been excommunicated, 
without having previously obtained 
the advice and consent of the pres- 
bytery, although they can, without 
such advice and consent, inflict this 
highest censure. See Directory for 
Worship, chap. x. sect. 8. 

The old constitution ordained 
this rule: “ No crime shall be con- 
sidered as established by a single 
witness.”? Some put on this rule a 
wrong interpretation, by concluding 
it demanded two positive witnesses 
to substantiate an accusation. But 
the rule made no such demand. It 
only required more than a single 
witness: and surely 1 in those trials 
in which the testimony of one posi- 
tive witness was corroborated by 
strong circumstantial evidence de- 
rived from other witnesses, more 
than the testimony of a single wit- 
ness was adduced, and consequent- 
ly the requirement of the rule was 
fully met. Under the Mosaic law, 
the life of aman might, in a certain 

case, be taken away on the testi- 
mony ofa single witness. See Deut. 
xxi. 25—27. This rule has been 
altered and explained in our pre- 
sent constitution, thus: “ The testi- 
mony of more than one witness is 
necessary in order to establish any 
charge ; yet if several credible wit- 
nesses bear testimony to different 
similar acts, belonging to the same 
general charge, the crime shall be 
considered as proved.” 

A difference of opinion formerly 
prevailed in our judicatories, in re- 
gard to the effect of an appeal; some 


believing that it arrested all further | 
proceedings in a cause, but that it | 
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could not undo a thing that had 
been done before the appeal was en- 
tered; and others, that it not only 
stayed all proceedings, but conti- 
nued a person in an office from 
which he had been deposed, or in 
the enjoyment of privileges from 
which he had been suspended, be- 
fore the appeal was made. The 
question 1s now settled by the fol- 
loweng plain and judicious rule: 
‘The necessary operation of an 
wine is to suspend all further pro- 
ceedings, on the ground of the sen- 
tence appealed from. But if a sen- 
tence of suspension, or excommuni- 
cation from church privileges, or of 
deposition from office, be the sen- 
tence appealed from, it shall be con- 
sidered as in force until the appeal 
shall be issued.” It is true, that 
under this rule an innocent man 
may possibly suffer; and it is equal- 
ly true that, under a different rule, 
the peace, comfort, and honour of 
churches would certainly suffer from 
the art and management of unwor- 
thy professors of religion ; ; and that 
the cause of truth might be greatly 
injured by the pr eaching of an he- 
retical minister, because he could 
not be arrested in his wandering 
career, till his appeal from a sen- 
tence of deposition were issued; 
which he might, by going from the 
presbytery to the ‘synod, and from 
the synod to the General Assembly, 
keep off for nearly eighteen months. 
This rule secures to an accused per- 
son all the advantages that ought to 
result from an appeal. No | pious 
man should wish to resume the ex- 
ercise of all his privileges in that 
church by which he has been sus- 
pended, until his appeal be sustain- 
ed, and his imnocence asserted by a 
higher court of Christ. And if a 
minister of the gospel, while inno- 
cent, shall possibly be subjected to 
inconvenience and even hardship 
from this rule, yet he ought patient- 
ly to submit to them from attach- 
ment to the cause of truth and reli- 
gion, which would be exposed te 
great injury by the establishment of 
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tly it may be necessary in sessions to || by the church for the maintenance 

IC - act more formally; and in all such || of her peace. It is well known to 

ld cases it ought to be understood and || those who have read ecclesiastical 

ne agreed, that the moderator shall || history what angry controversies 

rd have power to enforce the observ- || on particular points of doctrines 

d; ance of these rules, so far as they || have been carried on to the re- 

he shall be found applicable to a ses- || proach of religion and the grief of 

_ sion. the pious; and that controversies 
ly: From a note it will be seen that || between members of the same 
ons these rules form no part of our con- || church have been marked with 
a stitution; and that while the Ge- || more severity and bitterness, than 

to neral Assembly recommend the || controversies between members of 

sg adoption of them, they put them || different churches. Now, in order 

~ entirely at the discretion of the se- || to guard against the occurrence of 
at veral judicatories, who may adopt |} such controversies on important 
wil them in whole or in part, as they || subjects in theology, among her 
oh may deem proper. ministers, as well as to prevent that 

“4 We have now gone through the || agitation in the minds of her mem- 

“ book, and pointed out the principal || bers that would follow from them, 
- changes made in the constitution || our church has adopted the Con- 
to of the Presbyterian Church. From || fession of Faith. She is unwilling 
'p this review it appears, that no doc- || to receive into her communion, as 
t- trine in her Confession has been || a preacher of the gospel, any one 
h- touched; no principle in her go- || who cannot subscribe to this admi- 
ll vernment abolished or altered. Her || rable compend of Christian doc- 
“ doctrines and her principles remain || trine. She puts it into the hands 
‘ the same. But wise and judicious || of every candidate for licensure 
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or ordination, and says, “ This is the 
symbol of my faith; the doctrines 
contained in it are connected with 
my peace. If you believe these 
doctrines to be the doctrines of the 
Bible, and will receive them as 
such, I will, if you be otherwise 
qualified, admit you to my commu- 
nion. But if you cannot adopt my 
Confession, I cannot, consistently 
with due regard to the peace of my 
children, admit you as a member of 
my family.” 

3. Maintenance of purity in doc- 
trine was another object, which 
the church had in view in adopting 
the Confession of Faith. She be- 
lieves that this compend contains 
the pure and wholesome doctrines 
of the gospel; and from a sacred 
attachment to the truth she wishes 
all her ministers to teach these doc- 
trines, and therefore binds them 
not to inculcate any inconsistent 
with them. 

Such is the design of our church 
in adopting the Confession of Faith ; 
and to insure its accomplishment, 
she has wisely incorporated this ex- 
cellent compend in her constitution 
as an essential part. She has made 
itarule that must govern all her 
judicatories and all her ministers. 
That it is a rule cannot be doubted, 
when it is considered that it forms 
a part of the constitution; because 
it is manifestly absurd to regard as 
no rule what forms an essential por- 
tion of a constitution, which is the 
great rule of every society. 

In judicial proceedings the Con- 
fession must certainly govern the 
decisions of sessions; but sessions 
are not required to exact from ap- 
plicants for the communion that 
full conformity to this standard, 
which must be demanded from all 
who aspire to the honour of being 
office-bearers in the church. The 
constitution explicitly requires from 
all officers the adoption of the Con- 
fession of Faith; and no man can 
constitutionally become a minister, 
or elder, or deacon, until he has pub- 
licly declared his adoption of it: 











Ocr. 


but no provision is found in our 
book for taking such a security 
from every one who applies merely 
for the privilege of communion in 
sealing ordinances. Unity of faith 
in ministers and other officers is 
much more important to the peace 
of the church than in private mem- 
bers. Indeed many persons are 
qualified for the communion long 
before they could intelligently an- 
swer the question relative to the 
adoption of the Confession. The 
framers of our constitution have 
wisely accommodated its provisions 
to the different classes of members 
of the church; so that a sacred 
pledge in regard to doctrine is de- 
manded from all her officers, which 
is not required from private mem- 
bers, because it was not deemed 
necessary to her peace. 

The Confession of Faith must 
govern all our presbyteries, both in 
receiving ministers, and in exercis- 
ing discipline over them. After 
having sustained an examination as 
to his acquaintance with experi- 
mental religion and competency to 
teach, no person can be licensed or 
ordained, until he has answered af- 
firmatively this, as well as other 
questions: “Do you sincerely receive 
and adopt the confession of faith of 
this church, as containing the sys- 
tem of doctrine taught in the holy 
scriptures ?”? No presbytery has 
power to alter a word in this ques- 
tion to accommodate it to the scru- 
ples of any candidate; nor is a can- 
didate allowed to put on it any but 
a fair, grammatical construction. 
The presbytery is bound by the 
constitution to propose it as it 
stands inscribed there; and the 
candidate is bound in honour and 
conscience to answer it candidly 
without mental reservation. 

The Confession of Faith is the 
rule too that must regulate the pro- 
ceedings of presbyteries, when pro- 
cess is instituted against ministers 
for preaching false doctrine. In 
proportion as the accused may be 
convicted of departing from this 
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standard, presbyteries are obliged 
to caution, admonish, or rebuke, to 
suspend or depose them. 

It constitutes likewise a rule 
that must regulate the preaching of 
all ministers in our connexion. A 
minister, who, after his admission 
jnto communion with the Presby- 
terian Church, happens to change 
his opinion in relation to certain 

oints of doctrine, is not bound to 
teach what he does not believe; 
but he is obliged, by his own vo- 
luntary engagement, to refrain 
from teaching any thing inconsist- 
ent with the Confession of Faith. 
Nor is this all: every minister 
must continue to inculcate the es- 
sential doctrines embodied in this 
compend of revealed truth, or he 
cannot honourably retain his con- 
nexion with our church. To illus- 
trate our meaning: Suppose a Pres- 
byterian minister should so far de- 
part from the faith as to become 
grossly heretical; it is manifest 
that the mere preaching of a sys- 
tem of morals and the doctrines of 
what is termed rational religion, 
while he withheld from his people 
the bread of life, by not inculcating 
the Godhead of Jesus Christ, his 
vicarious atonement, justifying 
righteousness, and other peculiar 
and essential doctrines of the gos- 
pel, could not amount to a fulfil- 
ment of the — made by 
adopting the Confession of Faith, 
although he should not openly deny 
what we deem the fundamental 
truths of divine revelation. A sense 
of honour and conscience would 
bind such an heretic to retire from 
the Presbyterian Church; or if he 
did not, it would become the duty 
of his presbytery on conviction to 
inflict on him a just punishment, by 
deposing him from the gospel mi- 
nistry. We do not by this state- 
ment wish to be understood as in- 
timating, that a presbytery may 
suffer such a man voluntarily to re- 


tire from our connexion, when they 


have just reason to believe him to 
be infected with so pernicious a 
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heresy: on the contrary we should 
deem it their sacred duty not to al- 
low him to escape from their con- 
trol invested with the ministerial 
office, if it were in their power to 
convict him of having adopted sen- 
timents so subversive of the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. We only 
design to express what we conceive 
would be an honourable and con- 
scientious part for the man himself 
to act who should undergo so fear- 
ful a change of sentiments, before 
he had furnished ground for his 
presbytery to lay upon him the 
hand of discipline. JI. J. 


(To be continued.) 


1. 4 Discourse on the Necessity of 
contending for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints: by the Rev. 

‘illiam M‘Millan, A. WM. Wash- 
ington, Pa. 1820. p. 16. 8vo. 

. 4 Discourse upon the Essential 
Doctrines of the Gospel, delivered 
in the Court-house in Uniontown, 
Pa. March, 1821: by the Rev. W'l- 
liam Wylie. Uniontown, 1821. p. 
24. 8vo. 

3. First Principles, or Hints to suit 
the Times, and calculated to pro-~ 
mote ecclesiastical Union: in a 
Sermon, from Rom. x. 2. “ For I 
bear them record, that they have a 
zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge :” delivered July 5th, 
1820, in Princeton, at the instal- 
lation of the Rev. G. S. Woodhull, 
as pastor of the congregation ix 
that place: by the Rev. Isaac V. 
Brown, 4. M. Trenton, 1821. p. 
32. 8vo. 

4. fn Humble Attempt to illustrate 
the Character and Obligations of 
a Minister of the Gospel of Christ; 
in a Sermon, preached a the 
Presbytery of Fayetteville, July 
30th, 1819, at the ordination of 
the Rev. William D. Snodgrass, 
together with the Charges, deliver- 
ed on that solemn occasion: by the 
Rev. Colin MIver. Fayetteville, 
JV. C. 1820. p.32. 8vo. 

5, A Plea for the Theological Semi- 


to 









462 Review of Five Sermons. Oct. 


nary at Princeton, N. J.: by the 
Rev. Philip Lindsly. Trenton, 
1821. p. 34. 8vo. 


The titles of the foregoing sermons 
have been given together, as a list of 
late publications; on which we de- 

sign to offer some brief remarks; for 

comparatively few as the single ser- 
mons are, which are published by our 
Presbyterian brethren in the United 
States, it would still be impossible to 
give a minute review in the Maga- 
zine, of every one which may come 
to our hand; unless we should ex- 
clude all other matter. Of the five 
just enumerated, we may say, that 
they are all useful tracts, written by 
sound men, each of whom has a large 
circle of friends and acquaintance, to 
derive peculiar pleasure from his pro- 
ductions. 

The first discourse, by Mr. M™Mil- 
lan, president of Jefferson College, in 
this state, gives “a brief statement of 
the leading and fundamental doc- 
trines and principles of the Christian 
faith, in their bearing and connexion 
with each other,” and illustrates “the 
necessity of maintaining them in 
truth and in righteousness.” It is 
justly remarked, that “ as Christiani- 
ty was designed as the religion of sin- 
ners, and the vreat object of it is to 
teach such how they may glorify God, 
and be rendered happy in the enjoy- 
ment of him, those truths must be 
considered the most essential which 
are the most intimately connected 
with this end, and without which it 
cannot be obtained.” Of course, he 
enumerates as essential articles of 
the Christian faith, the doctrines of 
man’s depravity and misery, of rege- 
neration, of atonement and media- 
tion by Jesus Christ, of justification 
through his imputed righteousness, 
and of the gracious aids and effica- 
cious operations of the Divine Spirit, 
to give gospel truth its operative ef- 
fect upon the soul. 

Every part of this discourse is well 
supported ; and we see nothing de- 
serving of reprehension, but several 
srammatical i inaccuracies. From most 
presidents of colleges we should have 








had more fine writing, and less of the 
marrow of the vospel. We may rea- 
sonably expect them all to write good 
English; but if we must dispense 
with one or the other, let us have 
sound doctrine, even if the rules of 
syntax go to the moles and to the 
bats. A few instances of censurable 
negligence in writing here follow. 

“We should not give up readil 
with those truths, which have been 
sealed with the blood of millions, for 
the empty declamations of a few pre- 
tenders to new schemes in divinity.” 
Omit with, because it spoils the sense. 

“And thatin the last days scoffers at 
sound godliness shall come walking 
in their own lusts.” 2 Pet.iii.3. "This 
is marked as a quotation from the 
Bible, and all quotations should be 
accurate. Our pharaphrases should 
not be incorporated with any text; 
“Knowing this first, that there shall 
come in the last days scoffers, walk- 
ing after their own lusts.” 

“Errors in sentiment with re- 
spect to the common salvation of 
which the author of this epistle writes, 
is [are] of a destructive tendency. 
Such errors the apostle Peter calls 
damnable heresies.” 

“* Mankind sinners,” is a bad sub- 
stitute for “sinners of mankind,” or 
for “sinful men.” Itis as bad a com- 
pound as “wilderness world,” which 
always offends the ear of taste. 

“What motive would man have to 
seek for salvation from sin and wrath, 
were he not guilty and stood exposed 
to condemnation and miseryr’ Omit 

stood as superfluous, or else say, did 
he not stand ; for were he not stood, 
as it now must be read, if we supply 
the ellipsis, would be hardly intelligi- 
ble. 

We pass over some other things of 
this kind, and request the attention 
of our readers to the important truths 
contained in the following extracts. 

“The dangerous influence of error upon 
the subjects of it, is a consideration forcibly 
illustrative of the necessity of maintaining 
and supporting the truth with all earnest- 
ness. It is a maxim founded in nature, 
that error in principle leads to error in prac- 


tice. ‘This must be the case as long as be- 
lief has influence upon conduct. .Ad- 
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mitting the truth of this, then, there results 


an evident necessity upon our part of em- 
bracing and maintaining the true doctrines 
and principles of religion. For the gene- 


ral tenor of our conduct in this as well as | 


in every other respect, influences not only 
our present, but eternal peace and happi- 
ness. Error in the doctrines and princi- 
ples of religion, then, as it necessarily must, 
{eads to error in practice, and will accord- 
ingly prevent us more or less, from obtain- 
ing the end of our being, the glory of God, 
and eternal happiness. For as before ob- 
served, the doctrines of religion are no- 
thing else than certain information as to the 
way or method of obtaining this end. If 
then this end be a matter of importance, and 
involves those things the most dear and sa- 
cred to us, there appears an indispensable 
necessity of maintaining and embracing 
those sentiments which are founded in 
truth and authorized by scripture.—It is 
elear from the foregoing statement, that 
fundamental errors render salvation simply 
impossible. The necessity of maintaining 
correct sentiments with respect to the es- 
sentials of religion, is then self-evident. 
But every error, greater or smaller, tends 
m its measure to operate the destruction of 
the soul, and prevent it of salvation. An 
apparently small mistake may lead to the 
most serious consequences, and errors in 
the less essential may lead to errors in the 
more essential doctrines of Christianity. 
And every error in fact will proportionally 
influence our conduct, and this will have 
a proportional bearing upon the peace and 
happiness of the soul.” p. 9. 

“What indeed is any art or occupation 
but the ascertaining and putting into prac- 
tice those principles and rules which are 
conformable to the laws which nature has 
adopted to promote her effects’—And if 
they are not conformable to these, more or 
less, we necessarily mistake our object, 
and sustain proportional injury, It is so 
in this respect with regard to religious 
matters. If we would answer the end of 
our being, and obtain its object, the glory 
of God and eternal life, we are bound to 
inquire into the truth of principle, and to 
maintain and adopt that which is founded 
on scripture, which is the only infallible 
rule of correct judgment in matters of 
Christianity. For whatever doctrines and 
principles we embrace which are not sanc- 
tioned by scripture, will lead us to mistake 
eur object and disappoint us of the end in 
view, less or more, according as they are 
jess or more erroneous. ‘The principles 
and laws of Christianity, which in reality 
are the doctrines of the gospel, correspond 
with the principles and laws of nature in 
this, that the end or effect cannot be pro- 
duced but in a compliance with them. 
But the end and object of Christianity is 
to promote the salvation of man in subor- 








dination to the honour and glory of God, 
i. e. to promote and secure the great end 
and des.gn of his creation. To act then in 
contradiction to these laws, which is un- 
avoidable under the influence of error, 
renders his salvation impossible, at least 
so far as his conduct is essentially errone- 
ous. Weare constrained then to maintain, 
that the encompassing of the end of our 
being is as impossible under the influence 
of essential errors, as the raising of a crop 
is impossible without a compliance with 
the common laws of nature for effecting 
that end. We may as well expect to ob- 
tain an end by acting in direct contradic- 
tion to the laws of nature, as to attain the 
true end of our being by acting in opposi- 
tion to the essential principles of Christi- 
anity, and that in proportion too, as these 
principles are more or less essential. This 
view of the matter clearly illustrates the 
necessity of maintaining and supporting 
the truth as it is in Jesus, by earnestly con- 
tending for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Let this go once, religion becomes 
fanaticism, and this tends to ruin and de- 
struction.”’* p. 10 


The Rev. Mr. Wylie’s discourse 
was occasioned by the preaching of 
aman who professed to be a Bible 
Christian, and under this disguise 
attacked the most plain and impor- 
tant doctrines of our holy religion. 
Concerning these professedly Bible 
Christ-i-ans, it is remarked in the 
advertisement, that they choose to 
be known by this name, that it may 
seem as if they alone possessed the 
doctrines of the sacred scriptures un- 
influenced by the partialities of party 
feelings, unobscured by former errors, 
and uncontaminated by passing any 
human channel; and this because 
they have discarded all creeds, con- 





* « There is a moral and natural order of 
things, and the violation of this moral or- 
der or constitution, is equally attended with 
disorder and confusion, as the violation of 
natural order, and with an equal failure of 
the end in view in the one case as in the 
other, 


“Now, the doctrines and principles ot 


Christianity, are but an annunciation, nay, 
they are the very laws of this moral order, 
and are the rule by which things in the 
moral system are to be directed and go- 
verned, in order to securing the end pro- 
posed. A mistake of these laws, there- 
tore, must be a mistake of the end in view, 
less or more, according to the degree of 
mistake,” p, 11. 
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fessions, and human views of the 
doctrines of the Bible. 


“They have gone far, indeed! but not 
far enough to entitle them to the credit of 
possessing doctrines, or practice, acquired 
altogether without human instrumentality. 
They ought to know, that the preacher 
publishes his creed when he addresses a 
public assembly, and that he and every 
private individual are making theirs known 
whenever they converse on any religious 
topic. Let them cease to preach, cease 
to speak, on divine subjects, (they do not 
write much) and let them never write at 
all; lest some poor sinner should in some 
measure adopt their creed instead of pos- 
sessing one purely his own; and thus for- 
feit according to their use of the term, the 
very name of Bible Christian.” 

The design of these pretended re- 
formers, notwithstanding all their 
professions is, as cited ftom this au- 
thor with a few alterations, to impose 
their own creed upon mankind, and 
take away from us the doctrines “for 
which. martyrs bled ; in which the re- 
formation arose, received its light, its 
energies, its progress, and its con- 
summation ;—doctrines which possess 
exclusively the features and the gran- 
deur of divine revelation; which ex- 
hibit the living God possessed of a 
more diversified, combined, grand, 
and mysterious existence, than be- 
longs to the limitedness of created 
beings;—doctrines which secure to 
God that honour in the work of re- 
demption, which he evidently pos- 
sesses in the subordinate works of 
creation and providence; the honour 
of being all in all, in design, in coun- 
sels, in resources, In operation, and in 
praise s—doctrines which, while they 
present the divine government in 
awful purity and majesty, and stamp 
iniquity with deeper odium than the 
increasing weight of eternal perdi- 
tion ever could, exhibit at the same 
time, in the sacrifice of him who is 
over all, God blessed for ever, an 
atonement, whose solidity, riches, and 
excellence, can be measured only by 
the unchangeable existence, unlimit- 
ed fulness and dignity of him who 
dwells in light inaccessible and full 
of glory.” 

Mr. Wylie’s discourse dilates par- 








ticularly on the deity of our Lord Je- | 





sus Christ, and is a pretty good sum- 
mary of scriptural evidence on that 
subject. It evinces its author to be 
possessed of a clear and strong mind; 
but the punctuation and typography 
are so bad as to set criticism at de- 
fiance. We presume that this must 
be the first sermon ever printed in 
Uniontown. 


The three other discourses which 
we have named, are neat and accurate 
in every part of their execution. The 
title of Mr. Brown’s performance 
may raise the questions, Are not first 
principles suited to all times? and, 
can those be first principles, which 
are no more than “hints to suit the 
times 2” 

It is the object of this sermon to 
illustrate the nature of that zeal of 
God which is according to know- 
ledge; to consider the example of 
Paul in relation to his countrymen, 
with a view to derive from it some 
principles for the regulation of our 
deportment towards those who may 
bear a name, or avow principles, in 
religion, different from ours : and to 
suggest some methods in which our 
Christian zeal may be profitably 
employed in the present day. 

By the zeal of God in this case 
we understand zeal concerning 
God. Zeal is correctly derived by 
this author from a word which sig- 
nifies to glow. It is, figuratively, 
aglow upon the feelings of the hu- 
man heart: but to speak philoso- 
phically, zeal is an attribute of our 
feelings, which describes them as 
more than commonly strong, ar- 
dent and lively. Religious subjects 
ought not to excite lukewarm, light, 
or trivial emotions. God would 
have us men of acute sensibility in 
spiritual things. At the same time, 
our ardour, to be acceptable, must 
proceed from our knowledge of the 
greatness, excellence and desirable- 
ness of divine things, and accord 
with it; for if a man feels strongly 
without knowing wherefore he 
should be excited, his zeal is intem- 
perate. 

Mr. Brown shows that religious 
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zeal is excited by a supreme regard 
to the glory of God, as manifested 
in Jesus Christ; is regulated by 
our covenant engagements to the 
section of the church of which we 
are members; is mixed with cha- 
rity ; and endeavours to accomplish 
its objects only by lawful means. 

From the manner in which Paul 
manifested his zeal for God in re- 
lation to his countrymen, Mr. Brown 
shows, that the Presbyterian church 
ought to treat as brethren all “ who 
maintain, in substance, the same 
faith and discipline with ourselves, 
and differ in some points only of 
minor importance.” This, without 
repeated reference to Monsieur de 
Vattel, Ferguson on Civil Society, 
and Amesius de Conscientia, with 
whom Mr. Brown seems to be too 
familiar, the Presbyterian church 
has learned to be her duty from the 
simple principles and plain records 
of the gospel. 

« Those who reject the true faith 
and are situated at different de- 
grees of remoteness from it,” he 
shows, that we ought to pity, pray 
for, and censure, as their cases may 
require; making a difference be- 
tween scoifers at all divine things, 
and those who, however erroneous, 
appear to have some zeal for God 
and piety. 

Concerning our treatment of 
those persons who are within the 
body of our section of the church, 
and who yet entertain sentiments 
not conformed to our. approved 
standards, Mr. Brown lays down 
the following principles: First, 


“ That all people have a right to asso- 
ciate together for religious purposes, in 
any manner suited to their own views, un- 
der the direction of the word of God; to 
determine the articles of their faith, their 
plan of worship, their form of govern- 
ment, and their terms of membership.” 
p. 45, 

“The second principle. From the di- 
versity which exists in the characters and 
capacities of men, it is evident that every 
compact or agreement, of a social, sacred, 
or political nature, made between any 
number of individuals, must be formed 
upon a compromise of opinion,” p. 16, 
Vor. I 
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“The third principle is, That all per. 
sons becoming members of a community, 
distinctly organized, are bound to com- 
ply with the spirit and letter of the terms 
of admission.” p. 18. 

“The fourth principle is this: When 
an individual, belonging to a community 
whose standards he has engaged to ob- 
serve, avows sentiments opposed to those 
standards, and pursues acourse calculated 
to contravene the established principles 
and order of the system, he violates his 
engagements, he is a disorganizer in that 
society, and a disturber of its peace.” 
p. 20. 

“Fifth principle. That every commu- 
nity is privileged and obligated to pre- 
serve and perfect itself, as far as practica- 
ble, agreeably to the plan of its organiza- 
tion, by guarding its institutions, enacting 
and enforcing laws, and pursuing such a 
system of measures as it may esteem cal- 
culated to improve its character and pro- 
mote the great end of its being.” p. 25. 

“The sixth and last principle, which I 
shall now suggest. When the highest au- 
thority of a regularly organized commu- 
nity, connives at the introduction of opt- 
nions opposed to the essential articles of 
its constitution and attended by insubor- 
dinate conduct, it opens a way for greater 
and greater deviations from good order, 
encroachments on its peace and stability, 
and so becomes accessary to its own ruin.” 
p. 27. 

In speaking of the methods in 
which our Christian zeal may be 
suitably employed in the present 
day, Mr. Brown particularly insists 
on preaching the great doctrines of 
the gospel; the education of the 
rising generation in the knowledge 
of divine truth; and the support 


of pious and promising youth, who 
are indigent, while they are pursu- 
ing studies preparatory to the gos- 
pel ministry. 

The Rev. Mr. M‘Iver’s sermon is 
founded on 2 Tim. iv. 5. Make full 
proof of thy ministry. It has in 
its title and elsewhere, more pro- 
fessions of humility than will doany 
good ; but it shows, First, by what 
means a minister of the gospel 
should make full proof of his minis- 
trv ; and Secondly, the importance 
of maintaining such a walk and 
conversation, as is here required of 
the ministers of Christ. e were 
surprised to find under his first 
head, nothing stated as essential to 
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a minister’s making full proof of his 
ministry, but his exhibiting in the 
sight of men a conduct directed by 
the laws of that religion which he 
preaches, and evincing by his out- 
ward actions, “ that the secret 
springs and motives which govern 
him, are directed by the gospel.” 
What! thought we, is it not neces- 
sary to preach the truth, to preach it 
plainly and affectionately, in order 
to make full proof of our minis- 
try? But when we came to the 
second head of discourse, we found 
there all which was wanting on this 
subject ; and felt little disposed to 
quarrel with the excellent author 
for inserting the sound members of 
his discourse in the wrong place. 
If one’s arms should grow upon his 
hips, we should be glad to find well 
formed and useful arms even there; 
rather than see the man without 
them. 

The charges, by the same author, 
are more spirited than the sermon, 
which precedes them; but all are 
replete with good Scotch divinity, 
written by a Highlander, in pure 
American English, without any of 
the many idioms of the English of 
Great Britain. 

The Rev. Mr. Lindsly’s Pea is 
founded on the liberality with which 
the Israelites brought offerings for 
the erection of the sanctuary of the 
Lord, until “the people were re- 
strained from bringing,’’ because 
“the stuff they had was sufficient 
for all the work to make it, and too 
much.”? Exod. xxxv. 21—29, and 
xxxvi. 5—7. The author would 
have all people who are able, get 
moderately rich, and then offer of 
their substance willingly, fur the 
support of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Princeton, and of all other 
pious and benevolent institutions, 
until there should be no want of the 
pecuniary means requisite for fill- 
ing the whole earth with the know- 
ledge and power of the gospel. 

We learn that this discourse 
“had given offence,’ before it was 
published ; and that repeated cen- 











sures after the lapse of two years, 
~ evidence that it was not easily 
orgotten and forgiven. Then, as 
was the case with Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, “some said, John print it,” 
and we are heartily glad that the 
author took their advice; for we 
have rarely read a sermon which 
discovers so much manly indepen- 
dence and Christian plainness as 
this. It is a sermon as rare asa 
reformed woman in the days of the 
wise Preacher, for says he, “ one 
man among a thousand have } 
found ;”” that is, escaping from a 
life of sensuality ; “ but a woman 
among all those,” whom Solomon 
knew, and they were more than a 
thousand, “have I not found.” 
Eccl. vii. 26, 28. It is one sermon 
among many thousands of sermons, 
delivered before a Presbytery ; for 
evidently, in preaching it, the au- 
thor feared no one, but his Maker ; 
and sought approbation for nothing 
but the truth. 

What then should have given of- 
fence? it will be demanded. We 
answer, that a greater than Mr. 
Lindsly had occasion to exclaim, 
“so then, [ have become your ene- 
my, because I have told you the 
truth.” And he even dared te 
preach the truth against “some re- 
spectable clergymen!” What a 
heinous offence! He might have 
scoured the skin off from every 
Ethiopian, until he became white ; 
and washed out the spots of every 
leopard of a layman with the pun- 
gency of his alkaline mixtures, 
without exciting much censure ; but 
to charge some clergymen with mean- 
ness, pride and envy !—this was 
enough to put the reputation of the 
vice-president of Princeton Col- 
lege in jeopardy. Let who will 
censure him for dealing honestly, 
we will honour him for a fearless 
discharge of his duty, in publishing 
many truths which are calculated 
to visit some minds with the sting 
of scorpions. Had we power, we 
would send a copy of his sermon to 
every Presbyterian clergyman in 
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the United States ; but being desti- 
tute of it, we shall scatter a few 
extracts from it as widely as our 
Magazine circulates.* Having made 
some remarks on injudiciously de- 
crying wealth, and preaching against 
efforts to acquire it, he proceeds to 
say, 


“Tam now going to tell them what to 
do with their money when they get it. 

“ They are not to spend it for their own 
gratification :—not to pamper lust, or 
pride, or vanity: not to encourage idle- 
ness and dissipation among their children, 
but for a thousand useful and benevolent 
purposes. A few of which I will briefly 
mention. 

“1, Every man, blessed with the means, 
is under as much obligation to render as- 
sistance to a poor suffering neighbour as 
he isto pay ajustdebt. The indigent and, 

the wretched have claims on his property, 
which, if he refuse to satisfy, he is con- 
demned by the law of God, as much as if 
he were to defraud them of their wages. 

“2. He is bound, according to his abili- 
ty, to contribute to the support of the gos- 
pel in his own vicinity : to aid in building, 
and in keeping in good repair, a church, 
or house for public worship, which will 
accommodate all the people, rich and 
poor, within a particular district, and to 
contribute liberally towards the mainte- 
nance of a respectable minister of the gos- 
pel. And here, in passing, I shall take the 
liberty to observe, that very few men 
seem to entertain any just idea at all about 
this matter of supporting a pastor. There 
is not one clergyman of twenty in our 
country who receives an adequate pecu- 
niary support from his congregation. In 
proof of this assertion, I appeal to the 
tact, that so many are obliged to keep 
schools, to labour on farms, to take board- 
ers, or to resort to some other occupation 
in order to add a trifle to the scanty pit- 
tance allowed them by their people. 

“ Correct sentiments are not generally 
entertained on this subject. Menseem to 
forget that a clergyman has wants of pre- 
cisely the same nature with their own. 
That himself and family must be fed and 
clothed and his children educated. That 

it is just as much his duty as it is of any 
Christian to provide for the future.” p. 7. 





* Since this article was written, a second 
edition of Professor Lindsly’s sermon has 
appeared ; greatly to our satisfaction; and 
we are not without hopes that it will con- 
tinue to be printed and read, till our The- 
ological Seminary is no longer in a state of 


hbeggary. 


“ A minister of the gospel ought to be 
freed, as far as practicable, from worldly 
cares and pursuits. He ought to be dis- 
tinguished for liberality and hospitality. 
He ought to have it in his power to set an 
example to his flock in these respects. To 
give to all public, charitable and religious 
institutions handsomely and munificently. 
In a word, to be the almoner of his peo- 
ple. This he cannot be without a suitable 
revenue. And it often happens that a 
clergyman is charged with meanness, be- 
cause he is obliged to economize rigidly ; 
to live coarsely, and to make use of every 
honest means to get along : or, what is the 
truth, his people are covetous and with- 
hold from him a decent allowance for his 
services. I might say a great deal on this 
subject and without the imputation of be- 
ing an interested party. I wish that it 
may be honestly canvassed and thoroughly 
understood by all the good people of our 
land.”’ p. 8. 


Having subsequently hinted at 
the claims of various school, mis- 
sionary, tract and Bible societies, 
the author proceeds to urge on his 
hearers the duty of supporting the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
and to obviate all objections against 
that institution. In doing this he 
is often pungent, always easy and 
natural in his manner of writing, 
and sometimes uncommonly elo- 
quent. To the objection that a 
learned ministry is not desirable, he 
answers : 


“ The experience of eighteen centuries 
ought to be sufficient to convince the 
world, or at least the intelligent Christian 
world, that religion cannot be inculcated 
by ignorance : that knowledge of no kind 
is intuitive or innate : that it cannot be ac- 
quired but by a course of study and ap- 
plication under such teachers, and with 
such helps as are adequate to its attain- 
ment. ‘That nothing great or good is 
ever effected without pains and industry : 
or, in other words, without resorting to 
the means naturally adapted to the pro- 
duction of the end. No man is expected 
to excel in any mechanical employment ; 
in any literary or scientific pursuit ; in any 
worldly business ; in any honourable or 
lucrative profession, without previously 
serving an apprenticeship, or submitting 
to a proper course of discipline and prepa- 
ratory study. 

“ Who, for instance, would think of ask- 
ing an ignorant peasant to construct a 
watch or a telescope: to explain the pro- 
perties of the circle, of light, or of co- 
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lours: to calculate an eclipse: to unfold 
the mysteries of the planetary system : to 
defend his property, character or life, in 
a civil court: to prescribe for him in sick- 
ness ; to amputate a limb, or to perform any 
one important service out of his ordinary 
sphere? By what kind of process then 
can such aman be deemed suddenly quali- 
fied to officiate in that most awful, momen- 
tous, and deeply interesting of all human 
concerns’? ‘To explain the mysteries of 
religion; to become a spiritual guide to 
the ignorant, the perverse and the perish- 
ing? To inculcate the sublime doctrines of 
the gospel: to serve at the altar of Jcho- 
vah: to be the ambassador of the King of 
kings: a minister of reconciliation: a de- 
fender of the faith: a physician of souls: 
an advocate for the truth in opposition to 
the arts, the cunning, the malice, and the 
learning of the world?” p. 9. 

“Now multitudes seem to imagine, or 
affect to imagine, that as the apostles were 
generally plain, unlettered men, so would 
it be better to let such men now assume 


the sacred office and trust to the same ex-" 


traordinary aid. This sort of reasoning 
often serves as a very convenient plea to 
withhold all countenance and support 
from any system which is likely to make 
a demand on the purse of the selfish and 
avaricious. The fact is, men generally 
love their gold so much more than they 
love their souls, that any shadow of ex- 
cuse is eagerly seized on to satisfy their 
consciences and to justify their conduct. 
And if they can but conscientiously refuse 
a dollar to the cause of religion, they are 
content; without too nicely scrutinizing 
the ground on which they presume so 
conscientiously and comfortably to decide 
and to act. This is one of those subjects 
in regard to which a very convenient lati- 
tude is, as it were by common consent, 
conceded to conscience. And men’s con- 
sciences are often found to be very hap- 
pily moulded to the accommodation of 
their ruling passion. 

“ There are some entire sects of Chris- 
tians whose creed and practice seem to 
have originated from the secret attach- 
ment of the heart to the world: and who 
therefore very cheerfully relinquish to the 
Divine Spirit the labour and expense of 
maintaining and propagating the benevo- 
lent principles of the gospel. There are 
not a few individuals of the same stamp 
among all denominations of Christians ; 
and in our own, it is believed, may be 
found a goodly number of the same cold- 
hearted, mammon-loving cast, who grudge 
every farthing they are constrained to 
give, and who never do give, but as if they 
were giving alms to a sturdy beggar, ra- 
ther to get rid of his importunity than 
from any desire to assist him, or from any 
conviction that he deserves assistance. 








Ocr. 


“fam aware that some notions are pre- 
valent in our country, which perhaps do 
not obtain to the same extent in any other: 
and which may account, in a small degree, 
for this seeming anomaly, It is fashionable 
to believe that learning is a dangerous 
thing in any hands, That the people can 
be better served without it than with it. 
That public offices can be more safely and 
advantageously filled by plain honest men 
than by learned men. And hence it often 
happens that artful intriguing men, with- 
out wisdom or principle, are elevated by 
a deceived people to stations from which 
the prudent, modest, intelligent, unambi- 
tious and worthiest citizens are excluded. 
I shall not comment on this fact. if this 
abuse be inseparable from our peculiar 
political institutions, we must submit to 
it. We must take the evil with the good. 
For well persuaded am I that we could 
not make a change in these respects for 
the better. And certainly no nation on 
earth has half the reason to be satis- 
fied with its government and laws, and 
with the general adminstration of them, 
that we have. Letit not be supposed then 
that I reflect on the political establish- 
ments of my country. 

“The general prejudice against learn- 
ing at which I have just hinted, may ac- 
count in part for the indifference mani- 
fested towards learned clergymen; and 
to every plan for the education of youth 
for the ministry. Glad, however, would 
I be to be convinced that it might be 
wholly resolved into this general preju- 
dice. ButIam persuaded that the evil 
lies deeper. That it springs from indif- 
ference and opposition to the religion of 
Jesus. This, too, for many years, has been 
a very popular sentiment throughout 
Christendom. There has long been much 
avowed, and there is still much secret in- 
fidelity in the world. And although open 
hostility to the gospel has, in a great mea- 
sure, ceased, yet the spirit of the monster 
is still lurking amongst us. It is under a 
degree of prudential restraint. Or it has 
assumed other forms, and operates in a 
different mode. Men, bya sort of tacit 
compact, have agreed to let religion, and 
religious men, and religious institutions 
alone. Or else, under the guise of the 
name, have ventured to efface its pecu- 
liar discriminating features, and to mould 
it into a form very little, if at all, differing 
from the system advocated by its oppo- 
nents.” p. 10. 


To the objection against the Se- 
minary, that our young men can 
study with private teachers, as they 
formerly did, he replies, 

“J cannot however dismiss this topi¢ 
without a word or two more in reply to 
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the common-place objection which is so 
often advanced against the seminary. It is 
whispered in every corner, and by a hun- 
dred tongues, whenever the seminary is 
pointed at or spoken of, that itis a danger- 
ous innovation ; a piece of extravagance ; 
that the edifice is quite too large, too ex- 
pensive, too elegant; better calculated to 
make mere scholars and fine gentlemen 
than hardy soldiers of the cross. Then it is 
usually added, that a more secluded, pri- 
vate, frugal course of instruction and of liv- 
ing, would be much more likely to foster 
a spirit of humility and industry ; of meek- 
ness, patience, temper ance and devotion ; 
of enlightened views on religious sub- 
jects, and of all those peculiar graces and 
qualifications, without which the greatest 
attainments in literature are useless or de- 
trimental, Or, in plainer terms, that it 
would be much better for a young man 
who wishes to become a minister of the 
gospel, to go to some worthy, retired pas- 
tor in the country: assist him in teaching 
his school, or ploughing his fields, and 
receive from him in return such aid in 
reading Hopkins or Ridgley, as the good 
man may find leisure or “inclination to af- 
ford him. 

“ Their whole scheme, however, I hesi- 
tate not to denounce as unsupported by 
reason or by fact; as alike ilhberal and 
absurd. I maintain fearlessly, though not 
obstinately or fiercely, that the legitimate 

tendency of all private education, and 
especially of a system so contracted as 
the one just supposed, is, to cherish pride ; 

to confirm prejudice ; to restrain a spirit 
of liberal inquiry; to contract the mind ; 

to concentrate its views to a few objects ; 

to lead it into a narrow, partial track ; to 
mould it into the shape, and tinge it with 
the complexion of the master. 1 do not 
say that these effects will always result ; 

for a naturally vigorous, independent spi- 
rit will break the strongest fetters, and 
rise superior to any disadvantages ; but 
that such a system is calculated to pro- 
duce them, and most frequently does pro- 
duce them. Hence you will generally 
find a young man thus brought up, think- 
ing on all subjects, on which he thinks at 
all, just as he has been taught to think. 
His master’s dogmas and peculiarities be- 
come his own. He is perfectly satisfied 
with his attainments, because they are as 
extensive as those of his venerated in- 
structer, who is at once his model and the 
standard by which he measures theologi- 
cal wisdom and orthodoxy. He has never 
been brought into contact with his equals. 
IJis strength has never been put to the 
trial, and hence he flatters himself that 
none are his superiors. With a little smat- 
tering of letters and with abundant self- 
complacency, he marches forth as a Can- 
didate among the vacant churches, speedi- 








ly procures a charge, settles down among 
a people not calculated perhaps by their 
own superior intelligence, to give him any 
hint that he is not a perfect Solomon: and 
thus he continues through life the same 
opinionated, self-important, dogmatical, 
bigotted creature, that he was at the be- 
ginning. Study is dispensed with, either 
because he has never learned how to study 
and acquired a taste for it, or because he 
imagines he knows enoughalready. Hence 
as he grows in years, he grows in “dulness : 
affects to despise learning, and most con- 
scientiously opposes every liberal plan for 
its advancement. This may be a carica- 
ture, but it is a good likeness notwithstand- 
ing. And I doubt not that some of my 
hearers have seen more than one who has 
sat for the picture. 

* All such men of course will be hostile 
to the seminary. And one secret motive 
of their hostility, which I have not yet 
stated; which they certainly never avow, 
and which they will not thank me for ex- 
posing, is jealousy! They are jealous of 
this new mode of making ministers. They 
are afraid of being eclipsed by their ju- 
niors who shall come forth from this insti- 
tution well furnished for their master’s 
service. They, imagine that themselves 
must sink in proportion as others rise. 
And rather than be subject to this morti- 
fication, they labour to prevent the growth 
of an evil ‘which they so much dread. 
There isa great deal of real opposition 
from this vile source, whether men are 
conscious of it or not.” p. 16. 


We shall extract but one para- 
graph more, and that pr obably is the 


most obnoxious one in the whole 
Plea. 


“T tell you the fact, that the Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Presbyterian church 
has been, for seven years, a beggar before 
the public; a solicitor of alms from one 
end of the continent to the other: that it 
is a beggar still, without the means of 
completing an edifice, which, when com- 
pleted, will not accommodate a hundred 


students :* and without the means of per- 


manently supporting a single professor : 
is melancholy, humbling proof that our 
countrymen are backward in giving to 
the Lord’s treasury. It is proof that we, 
in the immediate vicinity of this seminary, 
are peculiarly negligentand culpable. For 
I scruple not to affirm that there is wealth 
enough among the Presbyterians of New 
Jersey to have defrayed the whole ex- 
pense of establishing and endowing the 
institution, without “sensibly diminishing 





* Not more thana hundred ; the speak-. 
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the revenues or the comforts of our citi- 
zens generally. And I think it was from 
the beginning, and still is, peculiarly in- 
cumbent on this state to extend a munifi- 
cent hand to this great work. Because 
this state will derive all the pecuniary ad- 
vantages which such an establishment 
never fails to yield to any place where it 
exists. Besides, the reputation which it 
adds to our little community, the facilities 
for theological education which it affords 
our pious youth, and the choice of pastors 
with which it favours our churches, ought 
to be taken into the account. 

‘But on the presbytery of New Bruns- 
wick, within whose bounds it is located, 
and under whose jurisdiction its profes- 
sors will ever remain, is surely imposed 
aun extraordinary obligation to spare no 
pains tor its‘welfare. Have we discharged 
our duty, brethren? Has every clergyman 
bestowed his own mite, and exerted his 
influence with his flock and with the pub- 
lic in this behalf? It is not from a particu- 
lar knowledge of the part which has been 
acted in this matter by any individual, that 
{ venture on these inquiries. You may 
have all done your duty faithfully and ho- 
nestly for aught I know. But there is 
fault somewhere: or the directors long 
ago would have been obliged to announce 
to the people, that their treasury was 
already full to overflowing, and to charge 
them to bring no more gifts for the sanctu- 
ary, as was done by Moses on a similar 
occasion. 

“It is possible that a portion of this 
blame may justly attach to ourselves. Is 
there then a rich clergyman belonging to 
this body who has not given according to 
his abundance? Is there one possessed of 
thousands, who has not bestowed, at least 
hundreds, on the school of the prophets ? 
is there an individual who has kept back 
altogether, and refused even to speak to 
his people in its favour: who, so far from 
taking an active part for it, has taken a 
decided stand against it? If there be such 
an individual, let me ask him why he has 
done so? Has he been influenced by any 
of the motives already suggested as some- 
times operating on the minds of the clergy 
to the detriment of the seminary? Or, is 
it the gall of disappointed ambition which 
rankles in his bosom ? Is it because he has 
not been selected to fill some honourable 
station in the new institution that he thus 
coldly overlooks, or insidiously thwarts its 
mterests ? Now, since we have examples of 
men in every period of the Christian 
church, who were actuated by a spirit as 
base as this; it will not, perhaps, be 
thought a breach of charity, barely to sug- 
gest the possibility of its existence at pre- 
sent; and to ascribe to it a small portion 
of the opposition with which our church 
is infected, 











Oct. 


“ For it must be admitted after all, even 
by the professed apologist for the clergy, 
that there are some selfish, intriguing, am- 
bitious divines in the church, who care 
for nothing but their own temporal ad- 
vancement. Who would fight for the se- 
minary if they supposed their own interest 
would be promoted by it, and who would 
fight against it for the same reason. Men, 
who, under the guise of religion, of ho- 
nour, and friettlship, can betray, and slan- 
der, and lie; in order to compass a fa- 
vourite project, or to elevate themselves 
or their partisans to posts of honour and 
profit. Itell you, there are such men; 
such ministers of the gospel! But with 
these base creatures I have no fellowship. 
I never expect to meet them in heaven :— 
unless indeed a Judas may repent, or a 
Simon Magus be purified :—and I wish to 
have as little to do with them on earth as 
possible.” p. 25. 


If all authors of occasional ser- 
mons would write as elegantly, and 
tell the truth as plainly, and scatter 
salt as freely, as Mr. Lindsly has 
done, their sheets would never be 
sent as wrapping paper to the gro- 
cer’s shop, for want of readers. 


E.S. E. 
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Extract from a Letter addressed to 
James Stuart, esq. of Philadelphia, 
dated Lebanon (Con.), August 27, 
1821. 


My dear Elder—It will give you joy to 
learn, that in Exeter, a small and poor pa- 
rish in the township of Lebanon, which is 
without a stated pastor, such a revival of 
religion has been experienced, that yes- 
terday fifty persons were received to full 
communion. The Domestic Missionary 
Society of Connecticut has sent them sup- 
plies for a time, and this seems to be in 
part the fruit of their labours, in conjunc- 
tion with those of a pious deacon, and a 
few other aged Christians. What encour- 
agement does this present for Christians 
to persevere in prayer and pious exer- 
tions for the salvation of their fellow sin- 
ners! I pray you and the other members 
of our particular church not to be weary 
in well doing. 

My heart’s desire and prayer to God is, 
that every one of the people of my charge 
may be brought to a religious experience 
similar to that of Indian Philip of Connec- 
ticut. You may rely on the truth of what 
I shall now state concerning him, for my 
grandfather knew him well. That abori- 
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ginal lived in the time of the great revival 
in this state, in 1740, and was thought by 
himself, and others, to be a renewed man. 
But the renowned Mr. Tennent, of our 
city, came this way, and after conversing 
with Philip, feared that he put his trust 
in the pious frames of his own mind, made 
a Christ of them, and so was deceived. 
Mr. Tennent therefore said to him, stern- 
ly, “ Philip, unless Christ be in you, you 
are a dead man,” and then abruptly turn- 
ed away. This was the means of Philip’s 
experiencing renewed and very pungent 
convictions of sin; which finally termi- 
nated well. In relating his own views of 
his past experience, subsequently to this, 
he said, that when he found comfort it 
was in this manner. He seemed to himself 
to be clinging to a pole with both his 
hands, and thus to be suspended over the 
bottomless pit. He was keeping himself 
out of hell by his own exertions. He 
tried to sustain himself, but soon one 
hand, from exhaustion of nature, let go its 
hold; and he hung fast by the other. 
Then, after a little, one finger of that hand 
relinquished its grasp, and then another, 
until he hung, for a second, by one finger 
alone. That failing, he seemed to be fall. 
ing, falling, down, down to hell; but the 
first he knew, he was caught in the arms 
of Jesus. So may my people despair of 
every thing in the matter of salvation but 
Christ; and when they seem to be sink- 
ing to endless ruin find, that the Re- 
deemer folds them to his arms. 
Yours, affectionately, 
E. S. Exy. 





FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER, 
GREAT OSAGE MISSION, 


Extract of a Letter from Miss Su- 
san Comstock, of the Harmony 
Mission Family, to a Clergyman 
and his Wife, in this City. 


Mission Boats, Mississippi River, 
June 1, 1821. 


My very dear Friends—Since the mind 
is prone to recal ideas of departed plea- 
sure, which is never more to return, think 
it not strange, that in addition to the fan- 
cied interviews which have taken place 
since you bade us adieu, that your letter 
is now nearly committed to memory. 

Besides the ties which cement the 
hearts of Christians, the repeated tokens 
of interest and affection of which -I was 
made the recipient while with you, have, 
and ever will bind you closely to my 
heart. 

The interest you feel in my situation 
and future welfare, calls forth the warmest 
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emotions of gratitude from my heart. And 
indeed, had [f not an Almighty arm or 
which I could at all times rest, my situa- 
tion would still be more delicate; but m 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. 
How sweetly can I rest on the promise of 
the Master’s preserving power to the 
servant devoted to his cause. He has been 
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land. His love and grace are infinite, and 
if fixed on me I need not fear. The pro- 
mises are so sure, that I can with the ut- 
most safety draw the conclusion that his 
faithfulness will not fail. It will undoubt- 
edly be through many trials and great 
hardships that I shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven: but the believer is so privi- 
leged, that he may glory in all, knowing 
that they “work out for him a far more 
excteding and eternal weight of glory :” 
for whom he blesses with grace below, he 
will crown with glory above. How trifling 
will all the privations and hardships ap- 
pear when admitted to behold his unut- 
terable glories! 

We enjoyed excellent health during 
our journey to Pittsburgh, and were treat- 
ed with the utmost kindness while on the 
way. We stopped at Mr. Herron’s, but 
were soon again dispersed. During our 
passage to Cincinnati, I was afflicted with 
a severe headache, but at present my 
health is very good. The banks of the 
beautiful Ohio presented, for the most part 
of the way, a scenery sufficiently varie- 
gated to please the eye, and give exercise 
to the imagination. 

We were agreeably entertained while 
at Marietta and Cincinnati. We passed 
pleasantly down the river till we had 
nearly reached Shawneetown, when a 
holy God saw fit to afflict us severely, 
that he might more effectually lead us to 


rest on him. On the third of May, one of 


our boatmen fell into the water, and was 
soon, we trust, received into a mansion in 
glory. 

But Jesus loves his people with a ten- 
derness which he only can describe. On 
the 5th, Mrs. Newton’s babe, four days 
old, closed its eyes on terrestrial things. 
The mother survived till the 6th, when 
amidst the prayers and tears of the family, 
she closed her missionary labours, and 
breathed her spirit into the arms of ever- 
lasting love. Her precious remains are 
deposited in Shawneetown, qfietly to res? 
till the morning of the resurrection. 

We reached the Mississippi on the 9th, 
and with it commenced a laborious pas- 

e. We are now about fourteen miles 
from St. Louis; and all this distance, ex- 
cept a few miles, the boats have been 
pulled or shoved up the stream. From 
the sawyers, planters, drift-wood and 
rocks, we are constantly in danger. The 
ropes have several times broken, and we 
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bave been whirled round, and sometimes 
carried some distance down the current. 
But as yet we are preserved, and making 
slow advances towards our destined home. 
For the first three days, the banks of this 
river were covered with willows and a 
species of trees called cotton wood; but 
since we have had an agreeable variety. 
At one time we pass little settlements 
strongly marked with the hand of indus- 
try; at another, the long forests wave 
their lofty heads. Again, the imagination 
is brought into exercise by the most lofty 
piles of rocks, or rather precipices, deeply 
shaded with primeval trees. The gran- 
deur of these scenes surpasses description; 
they appear at times, when at a distance, 
like ancient castles in ruins, * * * * 
The grace of God, my dear sir, has 
been my support, since your gig turned 
from us on the way. Never shall I forget 
the moments which I spent in your man- 
sion. The young ladies are still as dear 
to my heart as ever, and are much on my 
mind; but dear little M and C I 
love. Do teach them to remember me, 
that should I live, a few years hence they 
might write me. I shall pray much for 
them. I thank dear Miss M for her 
token of affection. I would write to her 
now, but as I am watching over the bed 
of my dear sister Weller, | have not time. 
I shall write them all when I arrive at my 
anticipated home. At present remember 
me atfectionately to them, and please to 
inform them that the young ladies in Har- 
risburgh agreed to meet on Saturday even- 
ing, to prey in concert with them. * * 
Adieu! and ever write to, and pray for, 

your affectionate sister, 
Susan Comstock. 











ee mee 


Letter addressed to a Young Lady 
in this City, from Miss Susan 
Comstock. 


Mission Boats, Osage River, July 26. 


My dear Sisters in Jesus Christ—When 

J sit down to write, I feel so ready to con- 
verse with you, that ere I am aware, I find 
myself in your dear social circle, where 
my last afternoon was spent, recounting to 
you the various*scenes through w hich I 
have passed, during my long journey. 
This my time ‘will not permit. The inte- 

resting interviews with which I was fa- 
voured have indelibly engraven you on 
my heart—the remembrance of which is 
still sweet. Sweeter far will be our meet- 
ing in yon blissful world beyond the skies. 
What a rich feast will be found when ad- 
mitted into his unclouded presence! The 
ravished powers will expand to receive 
the emanations of the Deity. From the 


inexhaustible riches of his grace every ca- 
pacity will be filled. 
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Through the faithfulness of our cove. 
nant God, we find ourselves almost to the 
consecrated ground. Thus far, I think we 
may say, the presence and blessing of the 
Master have been with us. In numerous 
instances of immediate danger, his almigh- 
ty arm has been extended to save. 

When called to leave the precious re- 
mains of one of our little number in a land 
of strangers, through the whole afflictive 
scene his grace was made sufficient, and 
we were enabled silently to acquiesce, 
His faithfulness has never for a moment 
been withdrawn. Encouraged, therefore, 
by such marked success, we go forward, 
looking futurity in the face, with a humble 
reliance on the Master’ s last promise, “ Lo, 
I am with you always.” Since the chill- 
ing regions of the north, and the burning 
climes of yon vertical sun, have expe- 
rienced the genial influence of the Sun of 
Righteousness, may we not rationally hope 
that our arrival there will be as the be- 
ginning of days? And thata cloud of in- 
valuable blessings is hanging over these 
western regions, whose precious drops 
will ere long descend, and cause many an 
immortal flower to blossom and bring forth 
fruit an hundred fold ? 

Upon the Rock of Ages we will build 
our hopes of future success, assured of his 
gracious co-operation. His promises are 
all yea and Amen. 

Apparently, my dear sisters, no soil in 
which the Rose of Sharon has yet been 
planted, promises more bloom and beauty 
than this western wilderness. May our 
prayers ascend in unison, that the Sun of 
the moral firmament will soon dispel the 
night which has so long overwhelmed the 
soul in more than Egyptian darkness, and 
this western sky resume the tints of celestial 
beauty in whichitshone before the fall. The 
principle which influences Christians to 
exertions for christianizing the world, we 
trust, is that which causes the redeemed 
in glory unceasingly to articulate their alle- 
lujahs. Redeeming love—what a theme ! 
Well may its trophies sacrifice a few earth- 
ly comforts, to publish its invaluable bless- 
ings to immortal souls, perishing for lack 
of vision. Let it not be said then that the 
missionary makes a sacrifice, since with 
angels he is privileged to proclaim peace 
and good will to men, and even to become 
a co-worker with his divine Master. { 
leave you to conceive of the mental dark- 
ness and stupidity of the inhabitants who 
are scattered along on the banks of those 
rivers which we have passed. Destitute 
of Bibles, and other means of grace, their 
situation was truly affecting. Who can 
reflect on these solitary places, and not 
earnestly desire their salvation? O for 
more of the spirit of Christ, my master— 
more love to perishing souls—more hea- 
venly-mindedness. Cultivate every be- 
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nevolent feeling, my dear sisters, that 
while we are labouring to form the minds 
of these wild children of the forest, you 
by your exertions at home may cause our 
hearts to rejoice; whilst many of our 
charge will arise and call you blessed. 

Comparatively with the number of in- 
habitants in St. Louis, we found but few 
who were sufficiently interested in our 
mission to do much; but those were a 
precious few indeed. Sweet are the 
bonds which unite the hearts of Christians 
in labours of love. The ladies went from 
St. Louis to St. Charles in carriages. Go- 
vernor Clark generously provided two. 
Sister Weller, who was taken from the 
boats ill at St. Louis, with sister Jones and 
myself, went from St. Louis to the house 
of colonel Post on the Missouri, a distance 
of thirty miles by land, and seventy by 
water, where we were kindly entertained 
till the arrival of the boats; so that I was 
on land nearly two weeks. Nothing ma- 
terial happened to impede our progress 
up the Missouri. We entered the Osage 
on the 29th of June. Soon after we en- 
tered the river, the water became so low, 
that most on board expected to be under 
the necessity of stopping for the summer ; 
but he who holds the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, caused a sudden flow, so that 
we passed the rapids with a degree of 
ease; and we have had plenty of water 
ever since. This interposition of Provi- 
dence was noticed even by the boatmen. 
O let us praise the Lord for his goodness, 
for his wonderful works to the children of 
men, 

My dear Miss M will accept of my 
grateful acknowledgments for her kind 
letter at Pittsburgh. The dear little hymn 
has been sung with pleasure. Had my 
time permitted, I should have written to 
Miss M and the other young ladies, 
but they will accept of this. Will you re- 
member me affectionately to my dear 
friends, Dr. E and lady, with all who 
shall inquire after me. Wishing you the 
favourable presence of Almighty God, I 
remain your sister in the best of bonds, 

Susan Comstock. 











Extracts from the Report of the 
Board of Missions to the General 
Assembly in May last. 


(Continued from page 427.) 


Mr. Jacos Tuttle 


Has reported the fulfilment of his 

missionary appointment for three 

months, within the bounds of the 

presbytery of Newton. He laboured 

in eae Smithfield, a place situ- 
ou. I. 








“> 


ated on this side of the Delaware, 
about 40 miles above Easton; and 
in Milford, a small town about 25 
miles above the other, the seat of 
justice for Pike county; and in the 
region lying between them. ‘This 
mission, it 1s believed, has been at- 
tended with beneficial effects. The 
manner in which Mr. T. conducted 
his mission, as well as his success, 
will appear from what he states in 


regard to his labours in Smithfield 
and Milford. 


“Perhaps novelty, more than any thing 
else, drew numbers together, on my first 
entrance among them. But in the course 
of the time spent there, I visited them 
from house to house, expostulated with 
them, exhorted and entreated them as they 
valued the favour of God and would avoid 
his displeasure, to avail themselves of this 
day of his merciful visitation. The reli- 
gious tracts I distributed, I found to be of 
singular service, in introducing me to their 
confidence, and arousing their attention to 
the calls of the word, so that before the 
conclusion of my labours among them, a 
more than ordinary interest in these great 
subjects discovered itself. I only mean 
that there was an uncommon excitement. 
There were, however, five or six whose 
minds were deeply impressed, one or two 
of whom were hoping that they had “ pass- 
ed from death unto life.” I did not at first 
appoint meeting more than twice between 
the Sabbaths; but as I discovered, as I 
thought, an increasing interest in these 
things, I considered it my duty to increase 
the means of attending to them, so that 
the last week I spent among them I preach- 
ed every evening except one in some quar- 
ter of the congregation. But notwithstand- 
ing their frequency, they were well attend- 
ed, and by some every evening, let the dis- 
tance or weather be what it might. These 
things encouraged me to hope, that if more 
labour could be expended here, arich and > 
abundant harvest of souls might ensue. 


“Milford is the place I visited next, 
which is the seat of justice for Pike coun- 
ty. It is a small town, situated near the 
Delaware, on elevated und, and con- 
tains probably 30 or 40 families. Though 
they have had occasional preaching for 
several years, yet no church has been or- 
ganized, and but little or no fruit of the 
divine word appears among them. This 
little town, though in past years healthy 
even to a proverb, has been remarkably 
visited for the last nine months, and about 
15 of its inhabitants have been called to 
‘the world of spirits. I concluded that ! 
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sations of God’s providence, as an expres- 
sion of his just displeasure against the too 
general dissipation of the town, their ne- 
glect of the Sabbath, religious institu- 
tions, &c. And this idea I inculcated from 
house to house, and urged repentance and 
reformation as the only ground on which 
they could hope to avert the frowns of 
Almighty God, and secure his favour, Of 
this 1 availed myself also, to impress on 
their minds the necessity of forming them- 
selves into a religious society of some kind. 
They appeared to feel the force of these 
remarks, and held two or three meetings 
on the subject, the last of which resulted 
in their taking measures to become incor- 
porated as a Presbyterian Church. In this 
place also I spent four Sabbaths, and by 
exchange supplied them a fifth. The 
meetings on Sabbath were generally well 
attended, but at the same time there was 
manifest a want of feeling on the great 
subjects of religion; and some, if I might 
judge from their countenances, seemed to 
think it strange, to be urged to repent and 
believe, on ‘the dreadful. alternative of 
losing their souls. In this place I preach- 
ed fifteen times, and by supply twice, and 
distributed about 100 tracts. But whether 
the careless have been alarmed, the back- 
slider reclaimed, or any saving benefit has 
been imparted to any, is beyond my pro- 
vince to say. The greatest apparent good 
resulting from the labours of your mission- 
ary here, is the formation of this people 
into a regular congregation, and the pros- 
pect of their being supplied one-half of 
the time by the Rev. E. A. Osborne, of 
Frankford. And this, J conceive, is not all. 
This town is so connected with the adja- 
cent country by being the centre of all the 
public business of the county, that under 
the blessing of God, they can scarcely fail 
to exert a singular and beneficial influence 
on a large district of country around. It 
must therefore be considered important as 
far as human agency is concerned, to ren- 
der this post prosperous and secure. The 
collection for the purposes of the board 
was indeed small, ($3.50,) yet it will be 
gratifying to learn that a domestic mission- 
ary society will probably be formed here, 
not only to supply their own wants, but 
also those of the adjacent country. On 
the whole, I trust the time is not far dis- 
tant, when this desolate part of our favour- 
ed land shall rejoice in the benignant rays 
of the glorious Sun of Righteousness,” 


Mr. Henry Sarrorp 


Has reported the fulfilment of his 
missionary appointment for five 
months. He was put under the di- 
rection of the Domestic Missionary 
Society of West Jersey; and in 
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conformity with instructions re- 

ceived from them, he itinerated in 
Salem, CumbeHland: and Cape May 
counties, New Jersey. He reports 
that in the town of Salem a house 
of worship is erecting by the Pres- 
byterians, which, it is expected, 

will be finished in the course of the 
summer. The congregation that 
may be collected in this place will, 

with a little assistance, be soon able 
to support t the gospel, either alone, 
or in conjunction with some other 
congregation. Mr. Safford preach- 
ed on week days as often as conve- 
nient. The whole region visited by 
him stands in need of missionary 
labour. In all he preached 69 times, 
held monthly concert prayer meet- 
ing twice, and visited from house 
to house. He was invariably re- 
ceived with open arms, and treated 
in the most kind and affectionate 
manner. Ina number of places he 
was informed of the happy effects 
of the missionaries who had pre- 
ceded him. The almost inveterate 
prejudices which many formerly 
entertained against Presbyterian 
clergymen had greatly subsided ; 

attendance on the worship of God 
became more and more respectful ; 

and there had been a number of in- 
stances of hopeful conversion. 


Mr. SAMUEL CornisH, 


A man of colour, has performed a 
mission of three months in the city 
of Lancaster, and town of Colum- 
bia, and Marietta, and adjacent 
places, in Pennsylvania, under the 
direction of the Rev. Mr. Boyer. 
His appointment had a special re- 
gard to the benefit of the people of 
colour. A few passages from Mr. 
Cornish’s journal is here given. 

“ Sunday, May 14.—I1 preached in the 
Alms-house in the city of Lancaster: there 
were present at least 150 poor, with a 
number of gentlemen and ladies from the 
city of Lancaster. A more attentive au- 
dience could not be. I sincerely hope 
the Lord did bless his word. I rode ten 
miles, and preached at Mr. Boyer’s mis- 
sion-house in Washington. The audience 
was large, and did truly rejoice in the 
use of the means of grace. 
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“ May 28.—Mr. B. being from home, |! 
preached for his people im the morning. 
At 3 o’clock to a large audience of co- 
ioured people in Dr. King’s school-room, 
who seemed to receive the word with 
eagerness. In the evening I preached 
again for Mr. B.’s people. ‘The congrega- 
tion was large, and I can truly say this has 
been a day to be remembered. 

* June 5.—I1 preached in Lancaster city 
toa considerable congregation of coloured 
people. At 3 o’clock addressed and prayed 
with the coloured Sabbath school, and at 
5 o’clock attended the white school, and. 
at the request of the managers, addr essed 
and prayed with 300 boys, and a number 
of gentlemen and ladies. I believe. the 

Lord attended his word. 

* June 23.—I1 went with Dr. Houston, 
and preached to an attentive audience in 
Mountjoy. I believe some good was done: 
many tears were there shed. May the 
Lord ever have that people under his holy 
keeping. 

“ July 4.—I preached on the banks of 
the Susquehanna, under the trees, to a 
large number of white and coloured, the 
richest and poorest of the people. The 
Lord was with us ofa truth. In the even- 
ing I preached at Dr. King’s school-room 
to a mixed audience, composed of Presby- 
terians, Baptists and Methodists. We had 
a time of refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. O how delightful is the service 
of our God! 

“July 30.—I preached in the Dutch 
Presbyterian church at Strasburgh, morn- 
ing and afternoon, to more than 500 white 
and a few coloured people. This people 
received the word with gladness, and 
were very desirous that I should preach 
for them again,” 


Tue Rev. Joun Monvreiru 


Has fulfilled his mission of two 
months in the Michigan Territory. 
He spent three Sabbaths in_ the 
country and five in the garrison, 
and in all ten several Sabbaths. He 
preached 31 sermons, admitted 9 
persons to church privileges, admi- 
nistered the Lord’s supper twice, 
baptized 3 adults and 12 infants, 
and visited 149 families. 

Some impressions appear to have 
been made on the minds of the sol- 
diers. 


“ March 12.—At break of day I am 
called to the garrison to see a man who 
has been all night in great distress of mind, 
weeping and praying. When I entered 
his room there were about twenty came 
in, and when I had talked some time and 











prayed, I observed nearly all in tears.— 


| Spent a good part of the day among them 


and in the hospital. 

13th.—That distressed soldier is more 
comfortable. I find four others de eply 
impressed. When I enter a room, num- 
bers collect round me. They weep and 
mourn over their sins. 

« 14th.—Find the soldiers still affected ; 
some under convictions, some professing 
to hope in the Saviour, and many of them 
resolving to lead a different life. 

“16th.—Observe similar appearances. 

* 18th.—Preach in the garrison. 

“19th.—Visit the quarters, hospital, 
guard-house, &c, 

“21st —Spent some time amongst them, 
and find many of them apparently anx- 
ious.” 


In the close of his journal we find 
the following remarks : 


“ Of the impression made by my preach- 
ing, | have discovered no evidence very 
striking or satisfactory. The assemblies 
have given almost universally a fixed and 
serious attention, and several individuals ‘ 
have declared their convictions of con- 
science under the truths which they heard. 
This was particularly the case at Monroe, 
where there appears to be a growing con- 
cern about religious things. The good 
effect of individual admonition and close 
appeals to the conscience, I have remark- 
ed in numerous instances. I made it my 
business to have such interviews with 
every individual to whom I had access, 
and my visits were almost universally re- 
warded by the warmest expressions of 
gratitude. With tears in their eyes, in 
several instances, they have inquired, 
‘When will you call this way again? 

* With the state of the churches at Mon- 
roe and Meigs you are somewhat acquaint- 
ed. You know that at both places there 
are organized churches with elders and 
deacons. They may be considered in a 
flourishing state, There is in both an evi- 
dent increase of piety. Those whom we 
formerly admitted have in general walked 
as becometh the gospel. In both settle- 
ments almost all the leading characters 
have become active in the church. They 
still expregs their willingness to support a 
minister at the two places, and I do not 
doubt their ability. 

“What the utility of exertions amongst 
the soldiers may be, cannot be estimated. 
Their intemperance is a most discouraging 
obstacle. Yet since they have had more 
regular instruction, the use of ardent spi: 
rits has been greatly diminished, and ih 
some instances laid aside. Of any real 
piety I have not vet sufficient evidence. 
Many of them pray, and read the Bible 

and religious books with which thev have 
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been furnished. We are making arrange- 
ments for their assembling in our church, 
so that they will not so much need mis- 
sionary labours.” 


Mr. James WILLIAMSON 


Has sent an account of having ful- 
filled his mission in part, and pro- 
mises to forward his journal for the 
whole time, when he shall have 
finished his mission. He was di- 
rected to labour in that region which 
lies between Wilkesbarre and Tio- 
ga Point, Montrose, and the adja- 
cent country. During the term of 
three months and a half, embraced 
in his communication, Mr. W. 
preached and lectured from por- 
tions of scripture 112 times, attend- 
ed 19 prayer-meetings and religious 
conferences, and visited more than 
200 families. He laboured chiefly 
in the counties of Susquehanna and 
Bradford, east of the river. Two 
missionary societies have been form- 
ed in the region of country to which 
his mission extended; one in Sus- 
quehanna and another in Luzerne 
counties; and it is expected that 
another will be formed in Bradford. 
Mr. W. deems the very severe win- 
ter of laborious duty the happiest of 
his life. He had to encounter dif- 
ficulties arising from the imposi- 
tions practised on the people by 
pretended ministers of Christ. He 
was, however, well received. The 
desire for a learned, as well as a 
pious ministry, is growing in ‘that 
region. 

The manner in which Mr. W. 
conducted his mission, as well as 
the success attending it, will ap- 

ear from the following passages 
in his letter. 

“Tt requires some time to gaip the con- 
fidence of many people in this part of the 
country, as there have frequently been 
persons through it calling themselves mi- 
nisters of Christ, who proved to be but 
ministers of Satan. On this account my 
second visits have been generally much 
better received than the first.‘ In my jirst 
sermon, they mostly look to see the preach- 
er—after that, they seem to look for in- 
struction. Many of the families4n, ntioned 
above, I visited twice and oftener. Fre- 
quently where the heads of families are 








very ignorant, I find it most prudent to 
convey instruction to them, by convers- 
ing with the children. By repeating these 
visits, I could generally discover the state 
of mind of each one, and apply my con- 
versation accordingly, Where I have had 
prospect of returning, I have often given 
portions of scripture to the children to 
commit to memory, which I find to be 
very useful. Religious conferences, where 
personal religion has been made the sub. 
ject of conversation, has been blessed in 
several instances to tne awakening of some 
careless sinners. 

“ After I had passed over the greater 
part of the field assigned me, I thought it 
would be of advantage to make some stay 
in particular places, where there appeared 
some prospect of usefulness. I have there- 
fore been at this place (Tioga Point) and 
in vicinity, since the first of this month. 
It affords much satisfaction to find, that 
the Lord has given me so much favour in 
the eyes of this people. Wherever I have 
been, I have had by some a very welcome 
reception ; and in many places I have had 
the pleasure of seeing some under my mi- 
nistrations brought to deep convictions of 
sin, even during the short time I have 
been engaged.” 


Tue Rey. ALEXANDER Cook 


Was directed to itinerate twe 
months in the county of Greene, 
Pennsylvania, and in that of Mo- 
nongalia, Virginia. He has report- 
ed the fulfilment of this mission. 
In the country visited by him, he 
found the people desirous of minis- 
terial labour. On the Alleghany 
especially, they discovered great 
anxiety for religious instruction. 
There appears such an awakened 
attention to the means of grace, as 
has not been seen for many ome 
past. On week days the attendance 
was great; and on the Sabbath so 
large were the assemblies, that it 
required a great compass of voice 
to make all hear. On the whole he 
met with much encouragement.— 
Beside the two months spent in ful- 
filling his appointment, he felt con- 
strained by the pressing importuni- 
ty of the people to labour two 
months more in Butler, Armstrong, 
and Venango counties. Here he 
informs the Board he laboured night 
and day. | 


(To be continued. ) 
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LATE PUBLICATIONS. 


A Grammar of the English Lan- 
cuage, adapted to Schools; by Jo- 
seph R. Chandler, Philadelphia. 

Animadversions on some Recent 
Occurrences in the Presbyterian 
Churches of Cincinnati, Ohio; by 
the Rev. William Arthur. 

The Duty of Observing the Sab- 
bath, explained and enforced in a 
Sermon, addressed more “od 
larly to the Young; by the Rev. 
Philip Lindsly, Vice-president of 
Princeton College. 

A Discourse, occasioned by the 

Death of the Rev. James M‘Chord ; 
by Robert H. Bishop. A.M. Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. 
_ The Christian Remembrancer, a 
Sermon, with an Appendix; by the 
Rev. Eleazar Harris, of York dis- 
trict, South Carolina. 


ASDtatistics. 


Census of the State of Georgia. 

The population of Georgia, by the cen- 
sus of 1820, amounts to 344,772. In 1810 
it was 252,433: giving an increase in ten 
years, of 92,339. 

State vA Connecticut. 

This state is divided into 8 counties: 
which are subdivided into 120 townships. 
There are 210 Congregational churches 
within the same state; of which only 30 
were destitute of a settled pastor, in June, 
1821. Of these 30 churches, 8 were able 
to support a minister; and 22 unable with- 
out assistance. To supply their need, the 
Domestic Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut sends these 22 feeble congregations 
missionaries for a part of the year, with 
the prospect of building up the waste 
places, and establishing in them the stated 
ministrations of the gospel. 
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WILLIAM POPE. 


“ Laugh, ye profane, and swell, and burst 
With bold impiety ; 

Yet shall ye live for ever curst, 

And seek in vain to die. 

Soon you'll confess the frightful names 
Of plagues, you scorn’d before, 

No more shall look like idle dreams, 
Like foolish tales no more.” Warts. 


The awful and affecting cases of New- 
port, Altamont, and Spira, have long con- 
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firmed the weighty truth, that it is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. The following narrative, though less 
known, is not less awful nor less impressive. 
Its truth is confirmed by the joint testi- 
mony of various respectable witnesses. 
One of these is Mr. Simpson, the well 
known author of “A Plea for Religion.” 
He saw the unhappy subject of this narra- 
tive once, but declared, he never desired 
to see him again. The melancholy affair 
happened in the years 1797, and excited 
considerable attention in the town and 
neighbourhood of Bolton. The deistical 
brethren of the unhappy man, whose mise- 
ries this account describes, wished to per- 
suade the public that he was out of his 
mind; which was by no means the case. 
He was in the possession of his reason; but 
evidently given over, by God, to a hard- 
ened heart. 

William Pope, an inhabitant of Bolton, 
in Lancashire, was a member of the Me- 
thodist Society; and appeared to have been 
made a partaker of genuine repentance ; 
and of such faith in the adorable Saviour, 
as became the source of sacred peace and 
joy. He hada wife, who enjoyed much 
of the divine comforts of religion, and who 
after adorning her profession upon earth, 
in the full assurance of faith and hope, tri- 
umphantly fell asleep in Jesus. 

After her death his zeal for religion de- 
clined; and by associating with some back- 
sliding professors, he entered the path to 
eternal ruin. His new companions ridicu- 
led the eternity of future misery ; and pro- 
fessed to believe even in the redemption 
of devils. William became an admirer of 
their scheme; a frequenter with them of 
the public house; and in time a common 
drunkard. On one occasion of this kind, 
being upbraided as a Methodist, he replied, 
“Tam not a Methodist now; it would be 
better for me were that the case; for while 
I was a Methodist I was as happy as an 
angel, but now I am as miserable as a 
devil.” 

Religion being neglected his mind turn- 
ed to politics, and these became his favour- 
ite study. Proceeding onward from bad to 
worse, he became the disciple of Tom 
Paine; plunged into the whirlpool of infi- 
delity; and dared to depreciate that ado- 
rable Redeemer, whom he had formerly 
called his Saviour. The mercy he had 
long abused was now withdrawn; the judg- 
ments of the Most High overtook him; and 
a lingering consumption became the har- 
binger of death. 

* April 17, 1797, I was desired, says Mr. 
Rhodes, the narrator of the following ac- 
count, to visit William Pope. For some 

months he had been afflicted with a con- 





sumptive complaint. At the same time the 
state of his mind was deplorably wretched 
| When I first saw him, he said, “Last night 
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} believe I was in hell, and felt the horrors 
and torments of the damned! but God has 
brought me back again and given me a little 
longer respite. My mind is also alleviated 
a little. The gloom of guilty terror does 
not sit so heavy upon me as it did: and I 
have something like a faint hope, that, after 
all 1 have done, God may yet save me.” 
After exhorting him to repentance, and 
confidence in the Almighty Saviour, I pray- 
ed with him, and left him.” 

“In the evening he sent for me again. 

i tound him in the utmost distress, over- 
whelmed with bitter anguish and despair, 
{ endeavoured to encourage him; and men- 
tioned the hope which he had spoken of 
inthe morning. He answered, “I believe 
it was merely nature ;—that finding a little 
ease from the horrors, I had felt in the 
night, I was a little lifted up, on that ac- 
count.” I spoke to him of the infinite me- 
rit of the great Redeemer; of his sufficien- 
cy, willingness, and promises to save the 
chief of sinners, who penitentially turn to 
him. I mentioned several cases in which 
God had saved the greatest of sinners; but 
he answered, “ No case of any, that have 
been mentioned, is comparable to mine. 
I have no contrition; [ cannot repent; God 
will damn me! I know my day of grace is 
past. God hath said of such as are in my 
case, | will laugh at your calamity and mock 
when your fear cometh!” I said, “ Have 
you ever known any thing of the mercy 
and love of God?” “Oh yes,” he replied, 
‘“‘“many years ago, I truly repented, and 
sought the Lord. At one time in particu- 
lar, in my distress and penitential sorrow, 
{ cried to the Lord with all my heart; and 
he heard me, and delivered me from all my 
trouble; and filled me with peace and hea- 
venly consolation. This happiness con- 
tinued for some time. I was then truly 
devoted to God. But in the end I began 
to keep company, which was hurtful to 
me; and also gave way to unprofitable con- 
versation, till Llost allthe comfortable sense 
of God, and the things of God. Thus | fell 
from one thing to another, till I plunged 
into open wickedness.” Indeed he seve- 
ral times complained to me, that the com- 
pany he associated with, had been of irre- 
parable injury to him. I prayed with him 
and had great hopes of his salvation; he 
appeared much affected; and begged I 
vould represent his case in our Society 
and pray for him, I did as he desired that 
night in our congregation; the people were 
much affected at the account, and many 
hearty petitions were put up for him. 

Mr. Rhodes being obliged to go into the 
country, for a few days, his fellow labour- 
er, Mr. Barraclough, visited William Pope, 
and gave the following account of what he 
witnessed. 

* April 18, I went to see William Pope; 
he had all the appearance of horror and 
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guilt, which a soul feels, when under a 
sense of the wrath of God. As soon as he 
saw me he exclaimed, “ You are come to 
see one who is damned for ever.” JL an- 
swered, “I hope not, Christ came to save 
the chief of sinners.” He replied, “TI have 
rejected him, I have denied him; there- 
fore he hath cast me off for ever !—I know 
the day of grace is past; gone—gone— 
never more to return!” Lentreated him not 
to draw hasty conclusions respecting the 
will of God; and I asked him if he could 
pray, or felt a desire that God would give 
him a broken and contrite heart? he an- 
swered, “1 cannot pray; my heart is quite 
hardened; I have no desire to receive any 
blessing at the hands of God,” and then 
immediately cried out, “Oh the hell!—the 
torment!—the fire that I feel within me! 
Oh eternity, eternity! To dwell for ever 
with devils and damned spirits in the burn- 
ing lake, must be my portion !—and that 
justly—yea very justly !” 

“1 endeavoured to set before him the 
all-sufficient merits of Christ, and the vir- 
tue of his atoning blood; assuring him, that 
through faith in the Redeemer he might be 
forgiven. He fixed his eyes on me and 
said, “O that I had hope! O that I had the 
smallest beam of hope! but [have not, nor 
can | ever have it again.”’ I requested him 
to join with me and another friend in pray- 
er. To which he replied, “it is all in vain.” 
However we prayed and had some degree 
of access to the throne of grace for him. 
When I was about to depart he looked ai 
me with inexpressible anguish, and said, 
“Do you remember preaching from these 
words in Jeremiah, “Be instructed, O Jeru- 
salem, lest my soul depart from thee?” 1 
replied that I recollected the time very 
well, and asked, “ Did God’s Spirit depart 
from you at that time?” he replied, “ No, 
not at that time, for I again felt him strive 
with me; but oh, soon after I grieved, yea, 
I quenched him; and now it is all over with 
me for ever!” 

“On Thursday I found him groaning un- 
der the weight of the displeasure of God. 
His eyes rolled to and fro: he lift up his 
hands and with vehemence cried out, “ Oh 
the burning flame! the hell! the pain I 
feel! Rocks, yea burning mountains, fall 
upon me, and cover me! Ah no! they 
cannot hide me from his presence who fills 
the universe!” I spoke a little of the jus- 
tice and power of Jehovah, to which he 
made this pertinent reply, “He is just, and 
is now punishing and will continue to pun- 
ish me for my sins. He is powerful, and 
will make me strong to bear the torments 
of hell to all eternity!” I answered, “God 
is just to forgive us and powerful to rescue 
us from the dominion of sin and Satan. 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the 
devil, and I trust he will soon manifest his 
salvation to you.” He replied, “You do 
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not know what I have done. My crimes 
are not of an ordinary nature. I have done 
—done the deed—the horrible, damnable 
deed!” I wanted him to explain himself; 
but he sunk down into a stupid sullenness. 
| prayed with him, and found more free- 
dom than [expected. While I was on my 
knees he appeared to be in an agony. At 
length he broke out, to the astonishment 
of all present, “Glory be to God I am out 
of hell yet!—Glory be to God I am out of 
hell yet!” We said, “there is mercy for 
you,” he answered, “ Do you think so? O 
that I could feel a desire for it.’ We en- 
treated him to pray, but he answered, “I 
cannot pray! God will not have any thing 
todo with me. Oh the fire I feel within 
me.” He then sunk down again into a 
state of sullen reserve. I prayed with him 
once more; and while I was thus employ- 
ed, he said, with inexpressible rage, “I 
will not have salvation at the hands of God ! 
No! no! I will not ask it of him! After 
a Short pause, he cried out, “ Oh how Ilong 
to be in the bottomless pit! in the lake 
which burns with fire and brimstone!” 
He then lay quiet for some time, and we 
took our leave for that day. 

“The day following I saw him again. 
This was a painful visit. His language and 
visage were most dreadful. Some of his 
expressions were so diabolical that I dare 
not repeat them. I said to him, “ William 
your pain is inexpressible.” He groaned, 
and then with a loud voice cried out, 
“ Eternity will explain my torments; I tell 
you again Iam damned :—I will not a 
salvation.” We desired he would pray 
for mercy ; but he exclaimed, “ Nothing 
for me but hell! Come eternal torments! 
you will soon see I shall drop into the 
flames of the pit.” 1 said, “Do you ask 
the Lord to be merciful unto you.” Upon 
which he called me to him, as if to speak 
tome; butas soon as I came within his 
reach, he struck me on the head with all 
his might, and gnashing his teeth cried out, 
“God will not hear your prayer.’ 

“ While we were on our knees praying 
for him, he shouted aloud, “ God will con- 
found you that you cannot pray. O God 
hear them not, for I will not be saved.” 
His words were accompanied with the 
strongest marks of rage and inveterate ma- 
lice, and he cried out, “I hate every thing 
that God has made; only I have no hatred 
to the devil; I wish to be with him.” He 
seemed to be in his element while speak- 
ing of the devil as a sovereign Lord, that 
might shortly reign supreme! These 
things greatly distressed us, and we were 
afraid that he was given up to a reprobate 
mind.” 

On the 21st, Mr. Rhodes having return- 
ed from the country, went again to see 
William Pope, and gives the following ac- 
count of his visit. JY found him in the 
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most deplorable condition. He charged 
me with telling him a lie, in my last visit, 

by saying that I believed there was salva- 
tion for him. I replied that I had not told 
a lie, but verily believed there was salva- 
tion if he would accept of it. He was 
now in a tempest of rage and despair: his 
looks, his agonies, and dreadful words, are 
not to be expressed. Speaking to him of 
mercy or a Saviour seemed to increase the 
horrors of his mind. When I mentioned 
the power of the Almighty to save, “God,” 
said he, “is almighty to damn me! He 
hath already sealed my damnation, and | 
long to be in hell!” While two or three 
of us were praying for him he threw at us 
any thing on which he could lay his hands. 
His state appeared an awful confirmation 
of the truth, justice, and being of God ;— 
of an immortal soul in man;—and of the 
evil of sin. Who but a rmghteous God 
could inflict such punishments? What but 
sin could deserve them? What but an in- 
telligent immortal soul could bear them ?” 

Next day Mr. Rhodes called 2gain to see 
William Pope; the dreadful tempest of 
rage and defiance seemed to have ceased. 
He now appeared full of timidity and fear; 
—in perpetual dread of the powers of 
darkness; and apprehensive of their com- 
ing to drag him away to the regions of 
misery. But no marks of penitent contri- 
tion appeared about him. He said he was 
full of blasphemy; he often laid his hand 
upon his mouth lest it should force its way 
out. He complained that it had done so, 
and that more would force its way. 

In the afternoon of the 24th, Mr. Barra- 
clough again called upon him. For some 
time he would not speak, but after being 
repeatedly asked how he felt his mind, he 
replied, “Bad, bad.” Mr. Barraclough 
said “God can make it better”—* What, 
make me better!—I tell you, no; I have 
done the horrible deed, and it cannot be 
undone again.—I feel [ must declare to 
you what it is for which I am suffering. 
The Hoxy and Just One! I have crucified 
the Son of Gop afresh, and counted the 
blood of the covenant an unholy thing! 
Oh that wicked and horrible deed of blas- 
phemy against the Hoty Gaost which } 
know I have committed! It is for this I 
am suffering the torture and horrors of 
guilt, and a sense of the wrath of God.” 

He then suddenly looked upwards to- 
wards the chamber floor, and started back : 
he trembled, gnashed,his teeth, and cried. 
out, “Do you not se@m Do you not see 
him? He is coming for me! The devil 

will fetch me, I know he will! Come, O 
Devil, and take me.” At this time Mr. 


Eskrick came into the room, to whom 
William said, “ George, I am lost.” Mr. 
Eskrick replied, “ Do not say so, but pray 
earnestly to Gop to give you true repent- 
ance; and who can tell but the Lord may 
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deliver you this day from the power of sin | 
and © .tan.”? He answered, “J cannot pray, | 


no! no! i willnoi pray. Do notl tell you 
there is no satvation ior mc, 1 want nothing 
but hell.” Some time after he said, “ Un- 
done for ever! doomed to eternal pain! to 
the burning flame!” Afterwards on a sud- 
den he sprung up from his seat, and cried 
out, “Your prayers will avail nothing. 
God wiilnot hear you.” <A friend prayed, 
but during prayer when any petition was 
offered for him he sullenly said, “I will 
not have any favour at his hands,”—utter- 
ing also other expressions too dreadful to 
be repeated. 

* On the 25th, says Mr. Rhodes, I called 
to see William Pope, and asked him how 
he was, he answered, “ Very bad in body 
and soul, there is nothing good about me.” 
I said to him, “ William, if Gop were will- 
ing to save you for Christ’s sake, and if you 
knew that he were so, would you not be 
willing to be saved?” “No,” he answered, 
“J have no willingness nor any desire to 
be saved. You will not believe me when 
I tell you it is all over. If I had a million 
of worlds I would give them all to undo 
what Ihave done.” I tgld him I was glad 
to hear that confession from him,. and ho- 
ped that through the violence of his ter- 
rors hie had mistaken his case, and imagi- 
ned against himself what was not true.” 
“J tell you,” he replied, “I know hell 
burns within me now: and the moment my 
soul quits the body, I shall be in such tor- 
ments as none can conceive! I have de- 
nied the Saviour! I have blasphemed 
the Most Hien! and have said, O that 
I were stronger than God.” He was 
quite unwilling that I should attempt to 
pray for him. I visited him the next morn- 
ing, when he appeared to be hardened 
beyond all feeling of remorse or fear. His 
violent agitations, dread, and horror, had 
ceased their rage. His infidel principles 
returned upon him, and he gave full place 
to them and glorified in them.” 

“On my next visit, after a little conver- 
sation, he spoke with the greatest con- 
tempt of the Lord Jesus Christ; and deri- 
ded his merits and the virtue of his atoning 
blood. The words he used were too de- 
testable to be repeated. The day follow- 
ing he appeared much in the same state 
of mind, full of a diabolical spirit. Hell 
_and perdition were his principle theme, 
and apparently without terror.” 

Ata visit which a pious young man made 
him on the Ist o y, he said, “I have 
denied the Lord Jesus Christ and the word 
of God; this is my hell.” After some other 
shocking expressions he added, “ My pain 
is all within, if this were removed I should 
be better! Oh what a ternble thing it is! 
Once I might and would not; now I would 
and must not.” He sat a little while and 
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then, says the narrator, cast hiseyesupon | 
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me with the mostaffecting look I ever saw, 
and shook his head, At this sight I could 
not refrain from tears. At another time 
he said, “I attempted to pray, but when J 
had said a word or two, I was so confound. 
ed I could say no more.” At this time 
one of his old companions in sin coming to 
see him; William said to him, “I desire 
you will go away; for I have ruined my- 
self by beng too much in such company 
as yours.” The man was unwilling to 
depart; but he insisted on his going 

, Some time after the same young man, 
and some other friends, sat up with him 
again; and would have prayed with him, 
but he would not suffer them; he said it 
did him hurt, and added, “I am best con- 
tent when I am cursing; I curse frequent- 
ly to myself, and it gives me ease. God 
has made a public example of me, fora 
warning to others; and if they will not 
take it, everlasting misery will be their por- 
tion.” 

Mr. Rhodes made him several other 
visits; and in all his visits, found him per- 
fectly averse to prayer, and to every thing 
that is good. Not the least mark of con- 
trition; not the most distant desire for sal- 
vation. When, says he, on one occasion, 
I attempted to pray, he said, “ Do not pray 
to Jesus Christ for me, he can do me no 
good; nor is there any being that can,” 
When I began to pray, he bl&asphemed in 
a most horrible manner, and dared the Al- 
mighty to do his worst, and to send him 
to hell!” 

“On the 24th, his state was not to be 
described. His eyes darted hate and dis- 
traction. He grinned at me, and told me 
how he despised and hated my prayers; 
at the same time he exclaimed, “ curse on 
you all.” 

“On the 26th, I visited him for the last 
time, I saw his dissolution was. at hand. 
My soul pitied him. My painful feelings 
on his account cannot be expressed. I 
spoke to him with tenderness and plain- 
hess about the state of his soul; and of 
another world: but he answered me with 
a high degree of displeasure; his counte- 
nance atthe same time was horrible be- 
yond expression; and with great vehe- 
mence he commanded me to cease speak- 
ing to him. I then told him, it would be 
the last time that ever I should see him in 
this world; and asked if he were willing 
for me to put up another prayer for him? 
He then with great strength, considering 
his weakness, cried out, “No.” This was 
the last word which I heard him speak. I 
left him, and he died in the evening. 

[Pike’s Consolations. 
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